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A research team led by scientists from the American Museum of Natural 
History, including Baruch’s David Gruber, Ph.D., has determined the exis-
tence of a correlation between the visual capability of catsharks exhibiting 
biofl uorescence and the animal’s emission of fl uorescence. 
Organisms that exhibit biofl uorescence are able to absorb light and re-
emit it as a diff erent color. Th is newly-emitted light can only seen by hu-
mans while the organism is being illuminated by an external light source 
that mimics the ocean’s light, including certain types of ultraviolet light.
Gruber is an associate professor of biology and environmental science 
at Baruch College. Recently, he earned the title of an Emerging Explorer 
from National Geographic. Prior to this study, Gruber was recognized for 
his contributions to marine biology, including the discovery of glowins sea 
turtles and eels, as well as his contribution to the creation of the squishy ro-
bot fi ngers. In an interview, he explained the recently discovered purpose of 
biofl uorescence. 
“[Biofl uorescence] is a brand new phenomenon that our research team 
has recently found to be widespread in the ocean,” Gruber said. “Th e pur-
pose is still not totally known, but we are fi nding that some animals have the 
potential to use it for communication.”
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Baruch’s 42nd annual Caribbean 
Week began on Monday with food, 
music and fun as students gathered 
in VC 2-125 for “Monday Madness.” 
Held by the Student Organization 
for Caribbean Appreciation, with 
assistance from the Caribbean Stu-
dent Association and the West Indi-
an Cultural Club, Monday Madness 
served as an engaging way to spread 
awareness of Caribbean culture at 
Baruch and created excitement for 
the week ahead. 
Students were able to decorate 
their own masquerade masks, so-
cialize with other students and 
members of SOCA, CSA and WICC, 
as well as dance to contemporary 
Caribbean music. Caribbean food 
was served at the event, with a 
spread that included jerk chicken, 
barbeque chicken, fried whiting, 
rice and peas and drinks. With fl ags 
of Caribbean nations adorning 
the walls of the room in which the 
event was held, students were giv-
en a small look into island culture. 
“Monday Madness is basically 
an event where we get some stu-
dents together and we try to bring a 
carnival vibe to the school,” said La-
ticia Bourne, an accounting major 
and the current treasurer of SOCA. 
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Focusing on the 
interplay be-
tween fashion 
and technol-
ogy, Manus x 
Machina: Fash-
ion in an Age of 
Technology, is 
the Metropoli-
tan Museum of 
Art’s new exhibit featuring over 
170 pieces by the world’s most 
renowned designers.
ARTS & STYLE 13
Man and machine inter-
twine at the Met (p. 13)
For the fi rst 
time ever, sci-
entists have 
developed a 
method that 
allows them to 
research hu-
man embryos 
outside of the 
womb almost two weeks into 
embryonic development. Th is 
breakthrough could aid in per-
fecting fertility treatments. 
SCIENCE & TECH 16
New method for embryo 
development found (p. 16)
Th e Baruch 
men’s tennis 
team capped 
off  a stellar 
season with 
a fi nals ap-
pearance 
against Hunter 
College. Th e 
Hawks were able to overtake the 
Bearcats in singles competition, 
enough for them to end with the 
win. Th e fi nals appearance is the 
Bearcat’s fi fth in a row.
SPORTS 18
Bearcats fall to Hunter in 
Tennis ﬁ nals (p. 18) 
Th e Johnson & 
Johnson Com-
pany has been 
ordered to pay 
$55 million 
to a woman 
who alleges 
she developed 
ovarian cancer 
after using the 
company’s feminine hygiene 
products. Th e company is facing 
1,200 lawsuits to date.
BUSINESS 10
Johnson & Johnson sued 
over talc products (p. 11)
Baruch celebrates 42nd annual Caribbean Week
Hulu has re-
cently decided 
to implement 
bundle pack-
ages that are 
similar to what 
cable compa-
nies off er their 
customers. 
Bundle packages allow users to 
choose what channels they want 
to see, and eliminate the need to 
purchase ancillary channels. 
OPINIONS 6
Hulu’s planned expansion-
draws consumerism (p. 6)
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CSA, SOCA and WICC presented Caribbean food, music, performers and other products of Caribbean culture during the week.
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Following more than a week of 
voting and the collection of over 
10,000 votes, Professional Staff 
Congress CUNY voted “yes” to 
authorize a strike over contract 
funding.
An overwhelming majority of 
voters, or 92 percent, voted “yes,” 
despite the potential legal and 
fi nancial repercussions for PSC-
CUNY’s leaders if a strike occurs in 
the fall. 
Th e Taylor Law allows public 
workers to unionize while taking 
away their ability to strike. Th us, 
any strikes organized by public 
workers, including CUNY profes-
sors, can result in detention of PSC-
CUNY leaders and multiple fi nes.
“Th e vote itself has no particu-
lar result, but the size of the turn-
out and the huge margin of ap-
proval convey to Gov. Cuomo that 
the PSC negotiators are backed up 
by the membership’s resolve,” said 
Glenn Petersen, a former chair-
man of Baruch’s chapter of PSC.
  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
PSC-CUNY members authorize strike with majority ‘Yes’ vote
Researchers discover reason behind biofluorescence in catsharks
COURTESY OF DAVID GRUBER
Swell sharks, which are a type of catshark, ﬂ uoresce bright green dots.
Alpha Kappa 
Delta Phi hosts 
alcohol and drug 
abuse workshop
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Alex Levine, a psychology in-
tern at the Baruch College Coun-
seling Center, is in the middle 
of completing his pre-doctoral 
internship. He serves as a full-
time, certifi ed drug and alcohol 
counselor. His experience led to 
his position of a speaker at a drug 
and alcohol abuse workshop 
hosted last week by Baruch’s 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta 
Phi, a social sorority that gener-
ates interest primarily within the 
Asian-American population.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Of the 10,000 ballots cast, 92 percent were in favor of authorizing a strike.
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Workshop teaches dangers of drugs and alcohol
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
“We chose Levine because he 
is a certifi ed and knowledgeable 
speaker on this very subject. We 
reached out to the Baruch Coun-
seling Center because students 
are often unaware of the wealth of 
resources that are available at Ba-
ruch. It is also extremely helpful for 
students who may be afraid to seek 
help to see a potential counselor 
face-to-face and have them speak 
indirectly to build a sense of famil-
iarity fi rst,” said Winnie Zhang, vice 
president external to Alpha Kappa 
Delta Phi.
Held during club hours on May 
10, the workshop attracted a wide 
range of people. At the beginning 
of the workshop, Levine went 
around to the various members of 
the audience and prompted them 
to introduce themselves with their 
name, intended major and a meth-
od they use to relax.
After his own brief introduc-
tion—the audience found out that 
Levine is a yoga master—Levine 
started up a PowerPoint presenta-
tion in full view to everyone in the 
room. Levine emphasized that he 
wanted to discuss specifi cally how 
the Counseling Center could work 
with a student in order to alleviate 
or resolve any issue. 
“A lot of people come in to the 
Counseling Center,” he said. “But 
that is not the only thing people 
come in with. People come in 
struggling with mental health is-
sues and struggling academically. 
Th ey may also be concerned about 
their own substance use as well, 
but not always.”
Th en he guided the audience in 
a more focused direction. Accord-
ing to Levine, one out of every four 
college students is aff ected by sub-
stance abuse. 
His presentation was separated 
into slides that alternated in focus 
between alcohol and drug use. Th e 
appeal to Levine’s presentation 
seemed not to be the slides them-
selves, but his interactive commu-
nication with the audience mem-
bers. Th e students engaged them-
selves in the presentation because 
the workshop emulated certain 
conversational features such as 
reciprocity and acknowledgment 
of everything said. 
Th e fi rst challenge Levine 
posed to the audience was to list 
out the identifying characteristics 
of alcohol poisoning. Th e audience 
members felt invited to express 
their thoughts without relying on 
a raised hand to relay their points. 
Th e slides that subsequently 
followed detailed the eff ects of 
alcohol consumption. Although 
Levine wanted to warn students of 
the consequences that can arise, 
he also made it a point to diff eren-
tiate between substance use and 
substance abuse. 
“If you fi nd yourself drinking 
or staying inside by yourself. Th at 
doesn’t mean you always have a 
problem. But you should always be 
aware of your intake. If you wake 
up on the sidewalk or at the end 
of the cart [on the subway], you’re 
lucky to have everything like your 
wallet, your health,” Levine said.
In order to prolong the honest 
discussion, Levine asked the mem-
bers whether or not they thought 
Baruch was a party school. Some 
students answered that many 
events and parties at Baruch served 
alcohol but for the most part, the 
alcohol consumption among its 
students seemed relatively mild. 
Transitioning into substance 
abuse in regard to drugs, Levine 
dutifully explained that prescrip-
tion drug use has gone up 343 per-
cent in the last two decades, which 
contributes immensely to the rate 
at which people overdose on drugs.
Levine uttered a few startling 
facts about psychostimulants. Psy-
chostimulants are powerful drugs 
that have the ability to signifi cantly 
alter mood upon consumption. 
Methamphetamine and cocaine 
belong to the psychostimulant 
drug family. In order to illustrate 
their potential danger 
“Th ese are the kind of drugs that 
can steal your life from you. One 
day you can go from having all of 
your teeth to taking the ‘six weeks 
after use’ picture,” Levine said.
After completing his pre-
doctoral, Levine plans on joining 
Th riveNYC, a mental health service 
corporation. Th riveNYC was an ini-
tiative started by Chirlane McCray, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s wife, in No-
vember of 2015.Th e idea behind 
Th riveNYC is to give New Yorkers 
easier and better services for their 
mental health issues. 
Th e Counseling Center, located 
on the ninth fl oor of the 25th Street 
building, off ers complimentary 
health services and advisement 
sessions. Every counselor is prop-
erly certifi ed to assist students in 
issues that may arise, in addition 
to substance use and substance 
abuse.
Program facilitates confidence in English language
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Among the diverse and bustling 
student population that occupies 
Baruch is the Conversation Part-
ners Program, a club dedicated to 
matching native English-speaking 
students with nonnative English-
speaking students for the benefi t of 
both parties.
Th e program works by match-
ing a native English speaker with 
one or, if the student desires, two 
nonnative English speakers based 
on their availability. By doing so, 
the club facilitates confi dence in 
the English language, promotes 
interactions between people from 
the various cultures represented 
at Baruch, provides the founda-
tion for building friendships, helps 
build a network of professionals 
and other mutual benefi ts.
Once matched, partners decide 
where and when they would like to 
meet, and discuss what they would 
like to do. Members are required 
to attend an orientation session ei-
ther in-person or online. 
During this session, partners 
are introduced to the program and 
get their program-related ques-
tions answered.
“We have a very diverse col-
lege, but in my view we do not have 
enough real interaction with the 
people from the college who are 
from diff erent cultures.” said Elisa-
beth Gareis, a professor of commu-
nication studies who co-founded 
the club four years ago along with 
Ron Aaron, Ph.D. “At least a third 
have no American friends.”
Not long after the club’s incep-
tion, the club had 42 members. 
When the club reached its second 
semester of existence, over 200 stu-
dents joined.
One problem that arose from 
this huge infl ux of members was 
the disproportionate ratio of non-
native speakers to native speak-
ers. Th is was resolved by focusing 
recruitment eff orts on having a 
suffi  cient number of native speak-
ers and allowing native speakers to 
have more than one partner. In re-
cent times, the club has increased 
their total membership to approxi-
mately 400 students.
In addition to attending ori-
entation, partners must commit 
to meeting each other at least six 
times per semester, while meeting 
seven times will net them a certifi -
cate. Th roughout the Spring 2016 
semester, the club hosted several 
social events in order to promote 
the building of friendships, such 
as “Game Night,” “Cultural Hang-
out Day,” “Cultural Trivia Day” and 
a welcome event. Th e club also 
hosted several feedback events to-
ward the end of the semester where 
members shared their experiences 
with the program.
Stephanie Ng, a fi nance major 
and current president of the CPP, 
shared her experience with hav-
ing two partners of her own. “It 
was really positive for me, I felt like 
I was helping them and it did not 
take too much of my time. I got re-
ally close to one of them especially, 
she is an international student 
from Korea and it was her second 
semester here and she had only 
been in America for a few months. 
New York was still confusing to her 
and I just took her around and felt 
like I had impacted her somehow,” 
Ng said.
In order to ensure that mem-
bers are interacting with one an-
other, the club also holds check-in 
surveys throughout the semester. A 
survey in the beginning of the se-
mester ensures that members have 
met their partners, with rematches 
occurring if there are any confl icts 
in scheduling. 
A similar survey at the end of 
the semester inquires about mem-
bers’ experiences, suggestions that 
they may have and possible inter-
est in joining one of the club’s com-
mittees.
Although applications for the 
CPP were no longer available as 
the semester neared its end, pro-
spective members can be a part of 
the club by applying next semester.
“Every single year we are chang-
ing things up, like this semester we 
had more events than we did last 
semester and next semester we will 
hopefully have outdoor events,” 
said Radhiyah Kaiyum, an ac-
counting major and vice president 
of CPP. 
“We have so many diff erent sur-
veys going out and we always try to 
make sure we hear back from our 
partners because we do want to 
improve, and every year the pro-
gram is growing.”
COURTESY OF CONVERSATION PARTNERS PROGRAM
The Conversation Partners Program matches native speakers of English with nonnative speakers in order to foster friendships.
 
A CUNY Graduate Center 
professor has made “tweeting,” 
a mandatory requirement of 
his graduate seminar course. 
Giancarlo Lombardi, Ph.D., who 
teaches the Television Without 
Borders seminar, requires his 
students to watch an entire sea-
son of a television drama out-
side of class and tweet about the 
show as they watch it, at least 
fi ve times a week. “Th e students 
are actually quite sophisticated 
in their analysis of these shows. 
Twitter lends itself to a very 
economic form of writing. Ev-
ery word weighs a ton because 
you only have so many char-
acters to write a strong, solid, 
reaction piece. Th at’s what my 
students have been able to do,” 
Lombardi said.
_______________________ 
A fi nalized agreement be-
tween Alumina Energy and 
CUNY will name Alumina as 
the exclusive licensee for the 
groundbreaking packed bed 
thermal energy storage tech-
nology developed by the late 
Distinguished Professor Reuel 
Shinnar, Ph.D., and his co-inven-
tors, Hitesh Bindra, Ph.D., and 
Pablo Bueno, Ph.D. PB-TES was 
developed at CUNY under a $1.9 
million Department of Energy 
SunShot grant between 2008 and 
2012. Shinnar was a CUNY Dis-
tinguished Professor of Chemi-
cal Engineering at the CCNY and 
authored or co-authored over 
30 patents.
________________________
Both the valedictorian and 
salutatorian of CCNY’s Class of 
2016 were named last week. An-
tonios Mourdoukoutas, a recent 
National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship 
recipient, and Orubba Alman-
souri, a Yemeni immigrant 
and SEEK student, will be the 
valedictorian and salutatorian 
respectively at CCNY’s 170th 
Commencement Exercises on 
June 3. Th e ceremony will take 
place on CCNY’s South Campus 
Great Lawn and will also feature 
a speech by First Lady Michelle 
Obama.
________________________
Gillian Small, Ph.D., CUNY’s 
vice chancellor for research dur-
ing a critical period of expan-
sion of research programs and 
facilities, will become Fairleigh 
Dickinson University’s Provost 
and senior vice president for 
Academic Aff airs beginning on 
August 1. Small’s position at the 
New Jersey-based university 
will make her the school’s sec-
ond-ranking offi  cer. She joined 
CUNY in 2001 and served as a 
university dean for research in 
2003 before being appointed 
vice chancellor for research.
________________________
A CCNY doctoral student will 
work with Japanese scientists 
in order to curb the advance of 
invasive raccoons on the island 
nation. Jamie Kass, who is the 
recipient of a National Science 
Foundation grant to conduct 
research on this management 
issue through the East Asia 
Pacifi c Studies Institutes, will 
be based at Yokohama National 
University this summer. Kass 
will study in the research lab 
of Fumito Koike, Ph.D., an ex-
pert in invasive species and 
ecological modeling. Kass will 
build models that indicate the 
environmental factors associ-
ated with the species, as well as 
predict the direction of their fu-
ture spread.
COMPILED BY 
JONATHAN SPERLING
N e w s  B r i e f s
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Levine, a full-time certiﬁ ed drug and alcohol counselor, explained how the Counseling Center can help students. 
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Each day of Caribbean Week 
typically features a diff erent event 
hosted by the members of the 
three Caribbean clubs, with each 
day highlighting a new aspect of 
Caribbean culture for students. 
Tuesday’s event, “WICC Food Fair,” 
had WICC showcase the unique 
cuisine of the Caribbean islands, 
while Wednesday’s “Caribbean 
Wild N’ Out,” saw SOCA stage a 
Caribbean “fete.” Th e fete, or a 
large party typically held during 
Carnival season in the Caribbean 
islands, featured DJ Protunes as 
entertainment, and invited both 
Baruch students and outside 
guests to participate in the festivi-
ties. Th ursday’s “Cultural Explo-
sion,” also celebrated Caribbean 
culture with food, performances 
and music. 
Th ese events all lead up to the 
biggest event planned each year 
for Caribbean Week—CSA’s annu-
al Friday cultural showcase. Th is 
year, entitled “Up 2 Di Time,” the 
showcase will be held in Mason 
Hall. CSA calls for student attend-
ees to “travel through time with 
Caribbean style as we pay tribute 
to the immortality of the highly in-
fl uential era of the 90s,” as reported 
by the event’s Facebook page.  
“Typically Caribbean Week is to 
get everything going for the biggest 
part of Caribbean Week, which 
takes place [on] Friday—CSA’s an-
nual fashion show … So the week 
is just to have some events leading 
up to the big show, where we bring 
not only Baruch students, but out-
side schools, outside students, 
outside performers [and] models,” 
said Bourne.
Performers for this year’s show-
case include the famed Jamaican 
dancehall musical duo RDX, as 
well as St. Lucian musician Mon-
Cherie. Both serve as unique 
draws to an event fi lled with fash-
ion, dance and music. 
Bourne spoke on the how Ca-
ribbean Week allows Baruch stu-
dents to opportunity to appreciate 
Caribbean culture. “Th e impor-
tance of [Caribbean Week] is to 
bring the Caribbean culture to Ba-
ruch—to give the school a taste of 
a diff erent vibe. Th e school is very 
diverse, so the three Caribbean 
clubs want to bring the Caribbean 
to the school and make sure our 
[cultures] are recognized.” 
Caribbean Week, in tandem 
with the Caribbean clubs, also as-
sists in giving more recognition 
to an underrepresented popula-
tion within the Baruch student 
population. 
“Without these three clubs there 
would be no Caribbean [presence] 
at [Baruch]. Th at is the purpose of 
these clubs—it is a diverse school, 
so we’re trying to make ourselves 
known. [We’re] trying to make the 
Caribbean student population 
known [and] make our name in 
Baruch,” said Bourne.
However, recent years have 
brought up questions about the 
continued viability of Caribbean 
Week.
“Every time we plan the [Friday 
show] we always face some type 
of adversity,” said Nkechi Cason, 
a communications major and for-
mer president of SOCA. “Most of 
the time we do sell out the show,” 
Cason explained. However, fund-
ing for the annual Friday event is 
frequently up for budget cuts. 
“We have 300 people or more 
coming out to the [Friday show] 
every year and we just fi nd it weird 
that … every year they keep cutting 
our budget,” said Cason. “As far as 
we know right now there are going 
to be problems for next year, and 
we’re kind of discouraged to be 
honest, but we want to keep [Ca-
ribbean Week] going.” 
Despite its monetary setbacks, 
Caribbean Week—and its annual 
cultural showcase—goes on. Ca-
son expressed her desire to see 
Caribbean Week continue until at 
least its 50th anniversary, some-
thing that will remain to be seen. 
Th ough with 42 years of history 
behind them, the Caribbean clubs 
will be sure to not let Caribbean 
Week—and Caribbean represen-
tation at Baruch— slip away from 
them so easily. Cason commented, 
“We’re pushing through.”
Majority of PSC votes 
‘yes’ to authorize strike
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
“Th is tactic worked well in Cal-
ifornia, where the state university 
system’s faculty union voted by 
almost the same margin to strike 
and got an acceptable contract 
just last month.”
Petersen is referring to eff orts 
taken by the California Faculty 
Association in the face of their 
own battle against unsatisfactory 
wages. Th anks to the CFA and a 
successful vote for strike authori-
zation, California State University 
faculty was able to receive a tenta-
tive agreement in April from the 
CSU administration.
Prior to the affi  rmative strike 
authorization vote, CSU faculty 
was off ered a 4 percent retroac-
tive salary raise. Following the 
vote, they were off ered a total of 
13.8 percent pay raise with Sup-
plemental Security Income. CFA 
members have since voted to
ratify the tentative agreement, 
which will be voted on by the CSU 
Board of Trustees between May 24 
and 25.
Th e union’s bargaining team, 
aided by Kim Moore-Ward, who is 
the New York State Public Employ-
ment Relations Board’s chief re-
gional mediator, received an off er 
for a 6 percent retroactive salary 
increase from CUNY late last year. 
Th e increase would essentially 
amount to nothing after adjusting 
for infl ation, and the proposal was 
ultimately rejected by PSC.
“Th e union bargaining team 
will walk into our next negotiating 
session with the power of a 92 per-
cent ‘yes’ vote at our backs. Con-
tract talks with CUNY are ongoing, 
and the union is doing its utmost 
to reach an acceptable agree-
ment within the next few weeks,” 
said Barbara Bowen, president of 
PSC, in an email statement to the 
union’s members. 
 “Th e union leadership is also 
working with lawmakers in Alba-
ny to build on the support many 
have expressed for funding our 
contract.”
PSC would like to reach a con-
tract settlement within the next 
two months, before the state legis-
lature goes into recess at the end 
of June. 
If an agreement is not made in 
that time, according to as past PSC 
statement, they will not strike until 
the Fall semester.
Th e vote represents an esca-
lation of an issue that aff ects the 
education quality of over 500,000 
CUNY students, as well as over 
25,000 professors and staff .
 A vote for a strike authoriza-
tion has not been taken by PSC in 
over 40 years when CUNY did not 
off er them a contract. As a result of 
a 4-1 vote in favor of authorizing a 
strike, as well as a year of negotia-
tions between PSC and the Board 
of Higher Education—a predeces-
sor to the CUNY Board of Trust-
ees—PSC eventually won their 
fi rst contract in 1973.
“Th e disregard for faculty has 
put out education in jeopardy 
and the only way CUNY will con-
tinue to attract the highest caliber 
faculty is if CUNY comes to a fair 
agreement with PSC,” said Daniel 
Dornbaum, vice president of leg-
islative aff airs for USG. “Th e vote 
will hopefully demonstrate to our 
elected offi  cials how serious the 
situation is here at CUNY and will 
convince them to address our con-
cerns before the end of session.”
In the end, the authorization 
vote does not mean that a strike 
will occur.
Event showcases Caribbean culture
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Baruch’s 42nd annual Caribbean Week featured authentic music, dance and food.


Opinions
Th e beautiful thing about being a senior on the very cusp of gradua-
tion is that you stop caring about the ennui of college life and academia. 
Still, those last few weeks of classes are strange. Your graduation is, of 
course, conditional upon your successful completion of the semester, 
but you may fi nd yourself torn between apathy and panic. It is okay—
know that I am right there with you. 
It has been a long four, fi ve, six years, and we are nearing the end of 
the tunnel. 
I have been working at Th e Ticker for three years now. I started off  as 
a copy editor, realizing exactly the kind of commitment I was making. 
I was bored and restless and I needed something to occupy my time. I 
became Arts & Style editor the year following, though I am well-versed 
in neither the arts nor style. I stayed on this year as editor-in-chief, pri-
marily because nobody else wanted to do it. 
Do not let my cynicism fool you. Th e perfectionist in me insists that 
I could have done so much more, but if I could go back in time, I would 
not change anything at all. Th is year, my staff  and I worked to build a 
stable foundation for generations of editors and wannabe journalists to 
come. It is rock solid, as far as I can tell. 
It all worked out nicely in the end, and I am grateful for the time I 
have spent in our cramped, airless suite. I am especially grateful for the 
people I have met and the experiences I have had. I still fi rmly believe 
that the best way to know what is going on in our school is by reading 
and writing for our humble little newspaper. But then again, I am bla-
tantly biased.
A number of our staff  are graduating at the end of this term as well. 
Th e only thing that comes to mind is “good riddance.” As much as Th e 
Ticker has given me a home and a place to be myself, I am ready to 
move on. I think we all are. All the same, my graduating staff  members 
and I fare thee well.
I hope, with my heart of hearts, that I was able to make some kind 
of lasting impact here. My greatest fear is that Th e Ticker has given me 
much more than I have been able to give it. 
As commencement looms in the distance, I fi nd myself going 
through the full spectrum of emotions. I realized the other day I am not 
quite sure how to be anything but a student at Baruch College and a 
student-journalist at Th e Ticker. I guess now I get to fi nd out what I am 
really made of.
-Damla Bek
Editor-in-Chief, Th e Ticker
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Graduating EIC bids Th e 
Ticker and Baruch farewell
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Hulu until now has exclu-sively been a rerun service for popular and current 
television shows. But soon it will be 
adding an innovative new service 
to its off ering. 
Th e still unnamed service will 
allow streaming of live program-
ming from broadcast and cable 
networks like Fox, ESPN, Disney 
and ABC. It will be sold separately 
from Hulu’s on-demand stream-
ing service with a subscription cost 
of $40 a month. Th e service will 
launch next year. 
Hulu is looking at the bigger 
picture, and that picture demon-
strates the current dire situation of 
cable television. Th e basic model of 
cable where customers buy a giant 
bundle of channels is on the verge 
of extinction. With rising cable bills 
and the introduction of popular 
streaming services from Netfl ix, 
Sony, Amazon, HBO and ESPN, the 
death of cable television is ever-
approaching. 
In 2013, the tide had offi  cially 
begun to turn against cable TV. 
It was the fi rst full year that saw 
a marked drop in cable subscrib-
ers; the losses continue to widen 
with each successive year. Accord-
ing to Nielsen, a global information 
company, TV viewership is drop-
ping by 10 percent every quarter. 
Th e customers who stuck around 
opted for cable bundles that of-
fered less channels.  
Th is move by Hulu is not only 
necessary but can also prove to be 
lucrative. According to the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
the average cable subscriber pays 
for 85 channels they do not watch 
as opposed to the 16 channels that 
they actually do watch. Between 
1995 and 2005, cable bills rose 
three times faster than infl ation. 
Customers are no longer willing 
to pay and are known as cord cut-
ters. Th ey have completely forgone 
cable television and rely on stream-
ing services. 
Th ese cord cutters are wait-
ing for a savior, and Hulu hopes to 
be that savior. Th e average cost of 
cable per month according to the 
FCC is $64.41, but if you include 
taxes and surcharges, the cost rises 
to $80. Th e price point of only $40 
that Hulu is off ering is not only 
cheaper but more valuable. 
Th e biggest problem with cable 
television is the fact that you are 
paying for more channels than you 
would actually watch. Hulu plans 
to solve this dilemma by off ering a 
“skinny bundle,” a custom bundle 
that allows customers to pick the 
programming they want. Hulu can 
off er diff erent bundles, customized 
and targeted for specifi c audiences, 
which would help advertisers se-
lect a particular audience to see 
their message.
Th e dynamics of entertainment 
are changing quickly and this move 
by Hulu is only speeding it up. 
Younger customers prefer a more 
tailored television experience. Th e 
idea of paying for a bundle of hun-
dreds of channels while you only 
watch a few is asinine. Cable com-
panies are trying to adapt to these 
changes by off ering newer cable 
packages that off er less channels. 
But colossal, overpriced bundles 
are only part of the problem for 
cable television. 
U.S. citizens are more wired 
than ever and the ease and conve-
nience that streaming services off er 
are unmatched by antiquated cable 
television packages. Entertainment 
is changing faster than cable com-
panies can adapt. Netfl ix, for ex-
ample, began its streaming service 
only nine years ago. It seemed like 
a crazy idea to ask customers to pay 
$10 a month to stream movies. But 
now one in every three households 
has a Netfl ix subscription. Hulu 
and others will most likely see simi-
lar success. 
Time spent viewing internet 
videos per month increased be-
tween 2013 and 2014 while tradi-
tional TV was the only medium that 
lost minutes. Th is is due to the con-
venience, lower costs and access to 
the content that is desired. 
We live in an era of instant grati-
fi cation. We want everything at 
our fi ngertips and traditional cable 
television can no longer accom-
plish that. Streaming is the future, 
and with this move, Hulu is posi-
tioning itself as the leader of that 
future.
 
-Davon Singh
Political Science ‘17
Hulu seeks to accommodate all users
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The Appellate Division of New York State has offi  cially re-jected legalizing assisted sui-
cide in the case of Myers v. Schnei-
derman. Th e case would have given 
patients the choice to die with the 
help of their physician if they were 
suff ering greatly from irreversible 
illnesses or disabilities. Currently, 
medical professionals in New York 
who are convicted of assisting with 
suicide are charged with promot-
ing a suicide attempt and man-
slaughter to the second degree. If 
convicted to the fullest extent of the 
law, off enders can be jailed for up 
to 15 years.
New York made its fi rst ban 
against assisted suicide in 1828. 
Since its conception, numerous 
bills have been proposed to over-
turn it, including the New York 
Death with Dignity Act, which has 
been stricken, and the Patient Self-
Determination Act, which has yet 
to be reviewed.
In the case of Myers v. Schnei-
derman, the plaintiff s argued that 
if patients were allowed to refuse 
lifesaving medical treatment, they 
should also be allowed the right 
to die if their illnesses were irre-
versible. Th is argument, rejected 
without further evidence from the 
plaintiff , failed to meet the Appel-
late Division’s criteria for burden 
of proof. Th e plaintiff s later argued 
that had they been given the op-
portunity, they would have pro-
vided more evidence, namely, Sara 
Myers, who suff ers from Lou Geh-
rig’s disease. 
Countries such as Canada and 
Germany, unlike the United States, 
have legalized assisted suicide. 
Germany has allowed both resi-
dents and foreigners alike to make 
assisted suicide a viable option if it 
is deemed to be benevolent.
Several states in the United 
States either lack explicit assisted 
suicide laws or allow physicians 
to provide their patients’ written 
consent as evidence for exonera-
tion. New York state should de-
criminalize physician-assisted 
death. Only those who suff er from 
irreversible illnesses and intolera-
ble levels of pain should be allowed 
to opt for death.
Th e law should not be forcing 
mentally sound and terminally ill 
patients to live the rest of their lives 
in unbearable agony. Laws against 
assisted suicide impose that those 
who have no means of improving 
their situations ultimately have no 
say in reducing their suff ering. 
Medication does not always 
help soothe pain. In the case of Sara 
Myers, patients watch their bodies 
wither before them. Giving patients 
the choice to end their lives would 
not only ease their pain but also 
the pain their loved ones feel. Th is 
could also exponentially reduce 
their medical bills and allow hos-
pitals to redistribute equipment, 
doctors and other resources which 
could possibly help the save the 
lives of those who have a chance.
-Bianca Monteiro
Journalism ‘19
Assisted suicide laws clash with ideals
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After signing the National Bison Legacy Act, President Barack 
Obama introduced the American bison as the country’s “fi rst nation-
al mammal” yesterday. Th e bison, which had overcome extinction in 
the early 20th century after a concerted eff ort by conservationists, was 
honored by Congress for its “historical, cultural and economic signifi -
cance” in the United States. Th e last clause of the bill makes it clear that 
no plan or policy will be aff ected by the bison’s institution, meaning 
that the eagle’s status will not be trumped by the bison and vice versa. 
As of May 2016, the American “buff alo,” will be formally recognized in a 
national holiday in September of this year.
Th e appointment of the bison is a necessary testament not only to 
the revitalization of one of the most valued U.S. animals, but to lost Na-
tive American culture. Th e mammal remains sacred among the indige-
nous peoples and their descendants, functioning as a symbol of spiritu-
ality, tradition and sustenance. By paying homage to the bison, we are 
recognizing the underrepresented groups who honored the bison for 
its prowess, protective nature and warmth prior to when the bald eagle 
gained its formal status. Congress takes an honorary step in strengthen-
ing historical ties and intercultural relations within U.S. history.
American Bison pays homage to past
By providing its customers with the ability to create a custom bundle of channels, Hulu raises its appeal
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Standing before the fl ag, with our hands over our hearts, we pledge to our fl ag and our 
country, in remembrance of those 
who fought to secure our land and 
freedom. We, as a country, remind 
ourselves daily of how much blood 
and sweat was shed to forge the 
abstract concept of a nation into a 
concrete society. 
Before we are old enough to 
recognize the weight these words 
carry, we are indoctrinated into 
believing wholeheartedly in the 
primacy and preeminence of our 
great country. 
For all the merits of patriotism, 
we, as a country, have a dangerous 
tendency to confl ate the celebra-
tion of history and culture with 
the decrying of diff erences and 
change. 
At the same time, there is a de-
structive tendency to equate na-
tionalism with positive political 
activity.
Th is election cycle has revealed 
the sinister character on which 
many of our collective opinions 
rest: that the preeminence of what 
once was the United States is how 
it shall remain and is how it always 
shall be.
Donald Trump harkens back 
to an unknown time in which we 
were great: when women could 
not vote, or when African Ameri-
cans were denied civil liberties, or 
perhaps even when our country 
was embroiled in war, bombing 
civilians with ease.
A celebration of what makes 
the United States diff erent from 
the rest of the world, as a method 
of exclusion, is as treacherous to 
U.S. values as terrorism.
Th is article is not targeting the 
specifi c rhetoric of Donald Trump, 
but rather the complacency with 
which we treat nationalism, the 
underlying current that propels 
him forward.
Th ere are plenty of us who are 
disgusted by his speech, his ideas 
and his momentum. But Trump’s 
dissenters have not churned the 
type of political action one would 
expect to meet disgust.
Lest we forget, chief among the 
causes for the two World Wars was 
exclusionary nationalism. Austro-
Hungarian aggression was fueled 
by the goal to dominate the world. 
Nazism was founded on similar 
principles.
Th e French and British fancied 
themselves superior, as did the Jap-
anese. Such attitudes justifi ed the 
wholesale slaughter and total war 
that ravaged an entire continent.
Th e United States is certainly 
not at risk of committing such 
savagery and perhaps that is why 
our nation is falling sick with in-
sularity. However, we seem to lack 
the critical lens through which we 
see ourselves.
Similar statements can be 
made regarding the rise of Donald 
Trump and the demise of the bum-
bling Republican Party.
Nationalism, defi ned as a 
shared feeling of unity among a 
specifi c geographic location or 
demographic, emphasizes the dif-
ferences, albeit arbitrary ones, be-
tween groups of people. Doing so 
is a fundamental violation of what 
it means to be a U.S. citizen.
Our country was speciously 
founded on the values of liberty, 
inclusion and democracy. Con-
sequently, the only defi ning char-
acteristic of a U.S. citizen ought 
to be a shared feeling of freedom 
and liberty. 
It should not be a skin color, a 
creed or religion, or even an opin-
ion on how to fi x the economy. Th e 
arbitrary delineations between 
groups of people creates false di-
chotomies, which become the 
battle lines on which petty political 
battles are waged.
Aggressive nationalism, onset 
by protracted periods of national 
shame and hardship, fuels reck-
less and divisive policies that often 
lead to violence. 
Our country has hardly crawled 
from the wreckage of the fi nan-
cial crisis and all signs point that 
another is on its way. We are war-
weary, embarrassed by our blun-
ders in the Middle East. We are still 
without an eff ective healthcare 
system, our education system is 
rapidly declining and our infra-
structure is in shambles.
If Trump was right about one 
thing, it is that crisis is certainly 
looming. However, the answer is 
not division and it should never be. 
Th e answer must, in the demo-
cratic spirit, be unity. Exclusion-
ary nationalism, and the rhetoric 
and behaviors that accompany 
it, will not build roads or teach 
our children. Demonizing illegal 
immigrants or barring Muslims 
from entering the country will not 
stop school shootings. Defunding 
Planned Parenthood will not stop 
a terror attack. 
Nationalism is as potent a force 
as terrorism in destroying a nation. 
But the sickness kills slowly, erod-
ing the structures and supports of 
civilized society. 
It is not Trump that is the prob-
lem. It is our complacency that 
created him, and it is our duty to 
cure the ills that he sees. 
EU condones Turkey’s history of crimes
The current refugee crisis seems to highlight every defi ciency of the European 
Union. Created to promote peace 
after World War II, it seems as if 
the refugees are causing havoc 
within the EU. First, the countries 
put the blame on Greece—the 
country that needed three bailouts 
and is still in deep economic cri-
sis—for not registering and screen-
ing the hundreds of thousands 
of refugees that it had to process. 
Th en, when Germany called for 
equal distribution of the refugees, 
Hungary and Poland loudly op-
posed the proposal. 
When all solutions have failed, 
the block went against its own reg-
ulations and morals. Two months 
ago, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel hailed the EU-Turkey deal 
which promised the Turks visa-
free travel to the European Schen-
gen area. Th e deal accelerated 
talks for the country to join the 
EU. It was accompanied by a large 
sum of money to make the deal 
more fi nancially sustainable. In re-
turn, the Turks would stop the fl ow 
of refugees.
But “stop” is not exactly the 
right word either. According to the 
March deal, Greece will be able 
to send back one refugee who en-
tered the country illegally back to 
Turkey in exchange for one refugee 
from a Turkish refugee camp. Th us, 
the EU will virtually pay Turkey 
to process the number of refugees 
it receives.  
Th e deal may pave the way for 
Turkey to fi nally join the EU after a 
decade of failed eff orts. Th ough, in 
the past, the country passed laws 
and made solid improvements in 
order to satisfy the requirements 
for joining the EU, membership 
was never proposed by the union. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey’s 
former prime minister who be-
came the country’s president in 
2014, eventually rolled back all 
the pro-democratic laws that the 
nation passed and went on to the 
country with a tight fi st.
According to the European 
Stability Initiative, a country has 
to meet 72 requirements in order 
to be eligible for visa-free travel 
within the Schengen area. As of 
March, Turkey met only 37 of the 
requirements, has partially met 
23 requirements and has not ful-
fi lled 12. Furthermore, Erdogan 
made it clear that he will not re-
form the country’s anti-terrorism 
laws used to prosecute journalists 
and critics, a key requirement for 
visa-free travel.
Turkey has been notorious for 
its human rights violations and 
corruption.
From limiting freedom of the 
press and freedom of assembly to 
excessive use of force by the police, 
Turkey under Erdogan is anything 
but just. Along its most publicized 
violations is Turkey’s crackdown 
on journalists—both domestic 
and foreign—who criticize Erdo-
gan and his government. In one 
instance, the Turkish government 
was considering imprisoning a 
German comedian, Jan Bohmer-
mann, for writing a poem that of-
fended Erdogan.
“Mainstream [Turkish] journal-
ists were fi red after criticizing the 
government. News websites, in-
cluding large swathes of the Kurd-
ish press, were blocked on unclear 
grounds by administrative orders 
aided by a complaint judiciary. 
Journalists were harassed and as-
saulted by police while covering 
stories in the predominantly Turk-
ish southeast,” Amnesty Interna-
tional explained on its website.
Th e country’s most notorious 
violation, however, is discrimina-
tion.
According to the European 
Foundation for Freedom, wom-
en, religious minorities and the 
Kurds are still at a disadvantage 
or outright discriminated against. 
Clashes between the Turks and 
the Kurds, who seek an indepen-
dent state, are becoming more 
common.
In a sense, the EU solved a 
crisis with political fi nesse that 
may be applauded. For 10 years, it 
managed to, rightfully so, uphold 
its own values and deny the Turks 
a membership within the EU, 
which, for a while, pushed the 
government in a more democratic 
direction. 
Now, it is able to use what the 
Turkish wanted for so long in ex-
change for slowing down the un-
controlled fl ow of refugees that 
seems to have caused the block so 
many issues.
But if the European Parliament 
and national governments make 
visa-free travel for the Turks a real-
ity, it will mean that the EU failed 
to solve the biggest crisis that it 
had to face. It will mean that the 
block is  willing to bow down to a 
tyrant. It will mean that the block 
is willing to go against its own 
regulations in order to control the 
fl ow of refugees.
Most importantly, it will mean 
that the EU will willfully allow the 
refugees to become a trading card 
for a tyrannical leader of a corrupt 
government that does not respect 
basic human rights.
If the EU wants to prove the 
worth of its union, it must reach 
a deal that does not mock its 
own values.
-Maria Markowicz
Business Journalism ‘18
Patriotism sets off  violent endeavors
Despite the human rights violations that occur in Turkey, the EU wants to grant Turkey visa-free travel
In a defi ning moment of ju-risprudence, Italy’s Supreme Court of Cassation unexpect-
edly ruled that given Roman Os-
triakov’s circumstances and the 
little food he needed to satisfy his 
hunger, the convicted felon did not 
warrant a guilty verdict.
Th e ruling reversed the six-
month sentence of Ostriakov, who, 
homeless and hungry, stole sau-
sages and cheese that amounted 
to $4.70 from a supermarket in Ge-
noa in 2011. Found guilty, he was 
sentenced to jail and also fi ned 
$115 that he could not pay. Th e 
court’s decision made headlines 
globally. Some say it was an act 
made out of judicial character.
Stealing arouses anxiety and 
passions and moral obtuseness 
in society. It violates millennia-
old customs and challenges the 
sanctity of private property. Italian 
courts usually punish thievery. 
In spite of the passing strange-
ness of the Cassation’s judgment, 
and its daunting consequences, 
the mainstream media gave scant 
analysis to the sorry state of Italy’s 
economy that has not recovered 
from the 2008 global recession. 
It did not speak to the condi-
tion of the poor and those barely 
keeping noses above the eco-
nomic water line, nor to the crisis 
that follows the seemingly endless 
stream of refugees arriving in Italy 
from Asia and Africa.
Italy has one of the highest per-
centages of children living in pov-
erty in the European Union; the 
number of people living in poverty 
has doubled since 2012. Forty per-
cent of its youth are unemployed; 
42 percent of university graduates 
cannot fi nd jobs. One out of fi ve 
families lives without adequate 
necessities, and on and on. 
And all this makes Italy a fa-
vorite hunting ground for venture 
capitalists and bankers. As a result, 
we have to ask if Italy will recover.
We in the United States have 
nothing to brag about. Th e statis-
tics speak for themselves; nearly 
50 million people live in poverty as 
the income gap grows dangerously 
wider. Th e government euphemis-
tically describes the national pov-
erty level as people who “live more 
in food insecurity.”
We do not know whether Prov-
erbs infl uenced Italy’s high court 
ruling: “Men don’t despise a thief, 
if he steals to satisfy his soul when 
he is hungry.” Yet the judges did 
act in that spirit, in breaking the 
verdict and fi ne.
Nonetheless, the ruling is the 
exception that confi rms the iron 
rule of acquisitive individualism 
that adheres fi rmly to Biblical 
commandment that stealing is 
wrong. It is a sacrosanct principle 
of capitalism on the sanctity of pri-
vate property. It posits that you do 
not steal what does not belongs to 
you, without right or permission.
By being an unfair society 
where the 0.1 percent own the 
lion’s share of wealth and privi-
lege, where is the safety blanket to 
ameliorate the growing misery of 
the poor and working and middle 
classes? Bernie Sanders speaks of 
a political revolution and Donald 
Trump appeals to our base in-
stincts in an unfair distribution of 
wealth and loss of social status. 
We are waiting for the volcano 
of discontent to explode in Jac-
querie, if the worsening social and 
economic plight in the United 
States or Italy or any number of 
countries is not addressed ade-
quately and in time.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism 
THE POLITICKER
STEPHEN ELLIOTT
As of 2015, there are 112 pro-tected areas called national monuments, which can 
only be established by presidential 
proclamation or by congressional 
legislation. But there have been 
rumblings that that number will 
be bumped up to 113 soon.
National monuments are most-
ly landmarks that have great his-
torical meaning. Th ey are protect-
ed in order to commemorate that 
history so that future generations 
of U.S. citizens do not forget our 
struggles and victories as a coun-
try and as individuals. Th e pro-
posed national monument in sup-
port of gay rights would be the fi rst 
one of its kind. It would serve as a 
reminder of everything the queer 
community has had to suff er and 
fi ght for in order to gain equality. 
Th e queer community needs 
the support of the federal govern-
ment during this time. Recent dis-
criminatory legislation in North 
Carolina and the unrest that still 
exists in Georgia have caused 
many people to wonder whether 
the Supreme Court’s ruling on gay 
marriage in June of last year was 
really the victory of a war or actu-
ally just another small battle that 
was won in the name of equality. 
While the federal government 
may be behind the queer commu-
nity, it is obvious that many states 
are not willing to be as progressive. 
Continued pressure from D.C. 
might be able to cause them to 
change their tunes, but a national 
monument would also help fi ght 
their discrimination.
Since national monuments are 
representations of important mo-
ments in U.S. history, a monument 
about the gay rights movement 
would forever immortalize the 
movement and validate its vitality 
in the story of our country. No one 
would be able to take this story 
away or present it as insignifi cant 
ever again because there would be 
physical proof that no one could 
refute. Th at is comforting amidst 
all the harshness that is spewed 
toward the LGBT community, es-
pecially toward members of the 
transgender community. People 
are trying to invalidate their exis-
tence and their beliefs, directly go-
ing against our Bill of Rights. Any 
support from the federal govern-
ment would be benefi cial. 
Th e monument itself would be 
located in Greenwich Village on a 
piece of land called Christopher 
Park, which is across the street 
from the Stonewall Inn. Th e Vil-
lage has always held historic sig-
nifi cance for the gay community 
as a Bohemian capital for artists, 
liberals and counterculture move-
ments. Th e Stonewall Inn was the 
site of the Stonewall riots in 1969, 
which is considered one of the 
most important events leading to 
the gay liberation movement. 
In 2015, the Inn gained offi  cial 
landmark status from the New 
York City Landmarks Preservation 
Commission for its importance as 
a catalyst for the LGBT movement. 
So it is a fi tting location for a mon-
ument that will nationally, not just 
locally, recognize gay rights. 
President Barack Obama has 
created or expanded 23 national 
monuments, more than any other 
president. It would not be a sur-
prise if this one goes through. His 
presidency, if for nothing else, will 
be remembered for its steadfast 
protection of U.S. history. Sena-
tor Gillibrand and Congressman 
Nadler, along with 20,000 petition-
ers, have promised to get it done.
-Jessica Kraker
English ‘18
Obama honors gay rights
A national monument to LGBT members immortalizes struggles
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Poverty excuses thievery
Homeless people who steal cannot be punished during hard times 
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Humanitarian eff ort causes disarray
Perhaps it was just another blip on the 24-hour news cycle for the average viewer, 
another protest in the Middle East, 
fl ashing to frantic interviews sub-
titled in English. 
After the Arab Spring in 2011 
and the rise of the Islamic State 
group, the U.S. viewing public will 
likely have drawn little attention to 
the incidents in Iraq, where pro-
testors stormed the Iraqi Parlia-
ment in order to protest poor living 
conditions, continued secular vio-
lence and corruption. 
When they fi nally broke 
through the Green Zone, the col-
loquial term for the International 
Zone of Baghdad, they found lux-
uries diffi  cult to come by in Iraq, 
such as air conditioning and even 
electricity.
While this sequence of events 
may, at this point, be familiar, the 
follow-up is not. Th e protestors’ in-
stigator, the Shiite cleric and politi-
cal leader Moktada al-Sadr, called 
for his followers to leave and to 
repair any damage they had done 
during their brief occupation of the 
Green Zone. 
Al-Sadr is one of the most pop-
ular fi gures in Iraq, seen as a voice 
for the dispossessed Shi’a Mus-
lims living in a Sunni-controlled 
state. Al-Sadr, long a proponent of 
“Islamic democracy,” hoped the 
protests would force the Iraqi gov-
ernment to abolish the traditional 
systems of nepotism so rampant 
within the country.
Following the occupation, the 
prime minister’s offi  ce released 
a statement assuring the arrest of 
anyone responsible for property 
damage but also reassuring that 
they would commence with re-
forms demanded by al-Sadr.
Th e question, however, is when. 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
has long been attempting to re-
structure the Iraqi government 
from within but has faced constant 
obstructionism from those ben-
efi tting from the corruption. 
It reached a point where people 
without water, electricity or tem-
perature control broke into Con-
gress. 
Th e al-Abadi government had 
begun talks with the Iraqi presi-
dent and speaker of the House, but 
the fear of empty promises runs 
high among the protesters and the 
greater Iraqi citizenry.
Another interest center of pro-
test, however, was also the U.S. 
embassy in Baghdad. Some of the 
protesters sat outside the embassy 
demanding reparations from the 
U.S. government for the War in 
Iraq, one that had long been touted 
stateside as a major success by our 
government.
It seems only natural that seg-
ments of the Iraqi public expect 
this, with the U.S. “intervention” 
in Iraq being about as much an 
intervention as a dirty needle is 
an adequate treatment for blood 
poisoning.
After all, the rise of the Islamic 
State can be directly tied to U.S. 
intervention in the nation, one 
whose army we disbanded and 
whose government we replaced 
with a corrupt, ineffi  cient one.
It is easy to draw parallels 
with the Iraqi protests to the Arab 
Spring of 2011 and, as the U.S. me-
dia may frame it, a parallel of fail-
ure. In this day and age, it is easy to 
equate Middle Eastern revolts and 
revolutions with the subsequent 
failed statehoods in places such as 
Libya or Yemen. 
Worse, there will occasionally 
be talk of how the nature of Middle 
Eastern states is to fail, gently in-
corporating venomous dialogue 
about religion and ethnicity into 
the conversation in order to reaf-
fi rm the superiority of “civilized,” 
western democracy in a nonexis-
tent critical lens. 
Little will, of course, be said 
about western imperialism and a 
devastatingly paternalistic form 
of humanitarian interventionism 
that allowed the seeds of discon-
tent to be sown. 
However, questioning is not for 
the 24-hour news cycle or the ex-
treme sides of the political news 
spectrum.
Questioning implies rationality, 
a course of logic engaged in heavy 
criticism that can be aff orded to 
anyone else but those whose lives 
will never reach ours. 
For now, however, there seems 
to be a lull of action in the Baghdad 
protests, all in eager anticipation of 
some sort of news that there would 
be reforms within the coordinated 
mess that is the Iraqi government. 
Ideally, the patronage system 
that is so deeply entrenched in 
Iraqi politics will fi nally reach an 
endpoint, but the greater worry 
is what will happen if there is no 
reform.
If, once more, the obstruction-
ism that has prevented previous 
reform continues to thrive within 
Parliament, the only course of ac-
tion the Iraqi people may take is 
outright revolution.
Revolts and revolutions are not 
the same thing, though their roots 
meet.
Th e disturbance, the occupa-
tion, the cries for reparations—
these are protests and revolts. 
Th e revolution will come to Iraq 
when its inane status quo is fi nally 
ripped into shreds.
-Reuven Glezer
Journalism ‘19
The idea that the media is to remain completely un-biased when engaging in 
politics is far from reality. Many 
news outlets align themselves with 
a specifi c political party and pro-
mote that party’s political agenda. 
 Because consumers are unin-
terested in doing research on their 
own, popular news sources such 
as Buzzfeed become the foun-
dation on which many of their 
decisions and political opinions 
are based.
Very rarely do Buzzfeed videos 
promote the values of conserva-
tism, an ideology that nearly a 
quarter of our country subscribes 
to through the Republican Party. 
In their political videos, liberals 
and extreme leftists are glorifi ed; 
their opinions are forward. Th is 
causes youthful political engag-
ers to quickly believe their warped 
opinions and half-truths.
Th e problem is that Buzzfeed 
not only provides one side of the 
political spectrum, but also gen-
eralizes ideas and confuses young 
consumers. In September 2015, 
Buzzfeed came out with a video 
titled Men Try on A Police Uniform, 
which showed four men trying on 
a police uniform and then com-
menting on the way each felt in 
it. Buzzfeed used their popularity 
among young adults to demoralize 
police offi  cers and contribute to a 
feeling of hostility toward them. 
Th e actors in the video were 
fi rst asked to talk about their 
knowledge of police offi  cers. One 
responded, “When you see that 
black and white car, or that blue 
uniform, or that black uniform, it’s 
scary.” Th e general term, you, used 
in this sentence automatically as-
sumes that all viewers feel simi-
larly about police offi  cers. 
I do not feel negatively toward 
offi  cers. Buzzfeed is speaking to 
the small percentage of U.S. citi-
zens who feel that way, disregard-
ing that a large percentage of their 
viewers may not. 
Does Buzzfeed not realize the 
infl uence it has over young adults, 
or does it realize its infl uence and 
uses that information to exploit its 
viewers to assume a similar politi-
cal opinion? 
After putting on the uniforms, 
the actors were asked to talk about 
how they felt. One said, “I am scar-
ing myself watching the mirror.” 
Another, “Honestly, I see a jerk 
before I see a hero and that sucks.” 
As a young adult, it is so easy to 
agree with these quotes. But it is 
much harder to question what 
makes a viewer agree and why. A 
young adult, with zero background 
knowledge, may watch this video 
and assume that being afraid of 
the police is a common practice, 
and intuitively, without knowing 
why, may begin to do so as well.
In Th e Friends of Voltaire, biog-
rapher Evelyn Beatrice Hall wrote, 
“I disapprove of what you say, but 
I will defend to the death your 
right to say it,” a quote that is often 
misattributed to Voltaire himself. 
It becomes easy to forget that ev-
eryone can have opinions, that our 
thoughts matter, and that political 
discourse is essential to maintain-
ing our democracy. 
Buzzfeed has every right to pro-
mote one side of the political nar-
rative, regardless of how fi ctitious 
it may be. However, we, as the con-
sumers of this information, also 
have the right, and moreover, the 
duty, to be highly critical of various 
sources such as Buzzfeed that may 
not explore every side.
-Chaya Halberstam
Psychology ‘19
The known news outlet strays from representing conservative idealsThe Islamic State rises in Iraq as a result of US intervention and the involvement of corrupt government
Buzzfeed favors liberals
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BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
Th is year alone, food contami-
nation has plagued several popular 
food chains, creating a large chal-
lenge for both consumers to moni-
tor what they ingest and for compa-
nies to regulate what they sell.
CRF Frozen Foods announced a 
large recall on its frozen food after 
the Food and Drug Administration 
and Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention confi rmed that its prod-
ucts tested positive for listeria.
By the fi rst week of May, the re-
call was expanded to include 358 of 
its products sold under 45 separate 
brand names, all of which are listed 
on the FDA’s website. Th e products 
included in the recall were sold 
to large grocers including Costco, 
Trader Joe’s and Safeway. 
On May 3, Trader Joe’s an-
nounced that it removed potential-
ly contaminated products from its 
shelves and would provide a full re-
fund to anyone who had purchased 
these items.
As a precautionary measure, 
CRF Frozen Foods suspended op-
erations in its Pasco, Washington 
plant where the outbreak origi-
nated. Investigation persists to pin-
point the exact cause of the con-
tamination.
Unfortunately Trader Joe’s had 
two further recalls on May 5, when 
the company became aware that 
pre-packaged broccoli-slaw and 
kale salads were potentially con-
taminated with the same listeria 
bacterium. As a result, the organic 
retail chain voluntarily pulled 
33,610 pounds of fresh products 
from its shelves. 
Five days after that recall, Trad-
er Joe’s announced yet another 
recall for its frozen Vegetable and 
Chicken Fried Rice bags that were 
similarly hazardous.
With two recalls in one week 
and a third in the succeeding one, 
Trader Joe’s will have a large ex-
pense in lost inventory, as it cannot 
resell this merchandise. 
Th e cost of recalls as a result of 
defected merchandise purchased 
from suppliers has burdened com-
panies’ operations and reputation.
If recalls persist, the expense of 
discarded inventory can have huge 
fi nancial consequences. Addition-
ally, companies can lose customer 
loyalty and bear the costs of fi nding 
another supplier.
Since Trader Joe’s is a privately 
owned food chain, it will not be 
adversely aff ected by stock market 
view. However, it must fi nd a way to 
recover these costs with help from 
its own private investors, fi nancial 
advisors and accountants.
Th e Dole Food Company, 
known as the largest global pro-
ducer of fresh fruit and vegetable 
products, has also recently gone 
under investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice because of listeria 
concerns. 
Th e corporation has been ac-
cused of knowing about contami-
nated products and not taking the 
proper steps necessary to rectify 
the situation. Th e outbreak has re-
sulted in 33 people being hospital-
ized after eating Dole’s pre-pack-
aged salads. Four of these individu-
als passed away.
Th ese recent listeria investiga-
tions are an added cost to govern-
ment agencies such as the FDA and 
CDC to detect and resolve the bac-
terium’s spread through frequently 
purchased food items. 
Th e total expenses of both agen-
cies are publicized on their sites 
with government funding docu-
mented well into the millions.  
Robert Scharff , a professor at 
Ohio State University, determined 
that about 48 million Americans 
become ill as a result of their food 
annually.
Th e total direct cost involved in 
the remediation of these outbreaks 
is roughly $55.5 billion. Th is cost 
does not include prevention mea-
sures taken by the agencies or the 
companies. 
So far, the FDA does not require 
testing by manufacturers, but em-
phasizes the importance of pre-
venting food pathogens from enter-
ing consumer households.
Even though consumers are 
now becoming more driven to pur-
chase more fruits and vegetables, 
it is produce that appears to be the 
most contaminated. 
It is the decision of retail chains 
to choose their suppliers very care-
fully, as the products they put on 
their shelves are just as much a re-
fl ection on those companies from 
whom they buy them.
With roughly 20 percent of the 
U.S. groceries being imported, it 
is nearly impossible to pass regu-
lations to control everything that 
lands on our grocers’ shelves.
However, the business costs as-
sociated with the damage control 
of contaminated products can of-
ten prove heavier than the preven-
tion costs. 
A survey conducted by the Gro-
cery Manufacturers Association 
uncovered that lost sales as a result 
of food pathogens equated to be-
tween $30 million and $90 million 
in 2011. 
Th e grocer’s total costs went 
above $100 million for 5 percent of 
the 36 international participating 
companies. 
Th e problem surrounding food 
contamination is a triangle be-
tween consumers, suppliers and 
regulators. It poses a fi nancial bur-
den on families who cannot eat the 
merchandise they purchased, as 
well as the suppliers and regulators 
who work with the product admin-
istration. 
Lastly, it has a moral implication 
on what suppliers value more: the 
health of their consumers or the 
company’s economic gain.
Business
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
In its monthly jobs report, Th e 
United States Department of La-
bor announced that in April, only 
160,000 jobs were added to the na-
tional payroll.
Th is number marks a slower 
pace of growth in the U.S. job mar-
ket than anticipated, which could 
be a bad sign for the economy.
According to data published by 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
largest number of jobs—65,000—
was added to the professional and 
business services sector.
Th e increase was also large in 
the education and health services 
sector and the leisure and hospi-
tability sector. A loss in jobs was 
seen in the coal mining/log indus-
try, retail trade sector and govern-
ment agencies.
Th e housing industry, though, 
has been one of the economy’s 
strongest performing sectors amid 
a steady rise in sales.
Th e participation of the labor 
force was documented in the Labor 
Department’s household survey, 
which is separate from the survey 
of businesses that is used to calcu-
late the change in payrolls.
Some analysts from Barclays 
have argued that this collection of 
data concludes that the quality of 
the jobs may have improved but the 
quantity has not.
Th e unemployment rate did 
remain stable at a low 5 percent. 
However, according to statistics re-
leased by the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, more people dropped out of 
the labor force this month than in 
any other of this year, forcing the 
job market participation rate to fall 
for the fi rst time in seven months.
Th is decline indicates that peo-
ple have faced employment issues 
and may continue to face a harder 
time fi nding a job in this market 
over the course of the next month.
Although some analysts claim 
that April has shown steady pros-
pects that revert back to the fi rst 
month of this year, the overall rise 
of jobs comes as a net disappoint-
ment to market analysts who had 
higher initial expectations.
CNN Money had predicted 
an addition of 197,000 jobs to the 
market, Wall Street had projected 
a 203,000 increase and Goldman 
Sachs expected an astounding 
240,000.
Because the market did not sat-
isfy these expectations, analysts 
from these media forums and high-
ranking fi rms question the current 
and future fi nancial status of the 
U.S. job market.
Additionally, according to past 
government releases, 208,000 new 
jobs were created in March and 
245,000 were added in February. 
Th e fall in April indicates a fi nancial 
under turn in the economic realm.
A second fact that coincides 
with the jobs report is that the U.S. 
economy grew just 0.5 percent in 
the fi rst three months of 2016, the 
slowest growth rate in two years.
In the end of April, the govern-
ment reported that the economy 
barely expanded in the fi rst quarter. 
Falling exports and business in-
vestments weighed on the econo-
my, and a steep decline in national 
and international stock markets 
negatively aff ected the confi dence 
of consumers and businesses.
Another looming threat is de-
clining corporate profi ts. Compa-
nies are shrinking and looking to 
stabilize their labor costs by cutting 
back on hiring.
However, most government 
experts explain that the increases 
in the labor market over recent 
months are a more reliable sign, 
suggesting that the economy will 
continue to expand for the rest of 
2016, and that the pace of growth 
will increase past the stagnant 
month of April.
“Th e latest government data 
demonstrated that the labor mar-
ket continued to improve gradual-
ly, in line with the Federal Reserve’s 
expectations, William C. Dudley, 
president of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, said in an in-
terview. “It’s a touch softer, maybe, 
than what people were expecting, 
but I wouldn’t put a lot of weight on 
it in terms of how it would aff ect my 
economic outlook.”
Workers in the United States 
succeeded in the attainment of 
higher wages. 
Nationally, average wages rose 
again to $25.53 an hour. Addition-
ally, hourly pay rose 2.5 percent 
within the past 12 months, an in-
crease from 2.3 percent, indicating 
a tighter labor market. 
Additionally, the unemploy-
ment rate for workers without a 
high school diploma increased 
slightly to 7.5 percent in April, con-
tinuing a rise from 6.7 percent at 
the end of 2015.
Th e decline in employee hiring 
in April signals a possibility that the 
Federal Reserve will raise interest 
rates during its upcoming meeting 
in June.
Some analysts now predict the 
Federal Reserve will not do so until 
after the 2016 presidential election.
The United States Department of Labor announced that a signiﬁ cantly lower number of jobs was added to the national payroll.
Due to listeria concerns, food chains, including Trader Joe’s, are recalling potentially contaminated frozen pre-packaged products.
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Food contamination continues to plague popular US food chains
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BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Members of the eurozone are 
facing an economic crisis that may 
put the currency’s future, along 
with the future of the European 
Union as a whole, in question. 
From admitting over a million refu-
gees and paying out a third Greek 
bailout to having to deal with a pos-
sible Brexit, the public is beginning 
to worry whether the eurozone can 
handle the crises on hand.
According to the Organization 
of Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment, the future of the euro-
zone is a mixed bag. 
On one hand, the OECD pro-
jected a 1.6 percent rise in the eu-
rozone’s GDP, but one may become 
less optimistic after learning that 
the current forecast is a result of a 
0.4 percent decrease that resulted 
after the original forecast was pub-
lished in November.
Of the eight eurozone countries 
whose statistics were collected, 
only Ireland saw a decrease in pov-
erty levels. Spain and Greece saw 
the biggest rise in poverty, equaling 
roughly 22 percent of the countries’ 
populations. 
On the other hand, statistics 
on Focus Economics show that 
2015 was a year of growth for the 
eurozone. Its GDP increased to 
1.5 percent, up by .6 percent from 
2014, while the unemployment rate 
dropped to 10.9 percent.
Th e sudden shifts in economic 
forecasts may be a direct result of 
the current issues troubling Eu-
rope, such as the so-called Brexit, 
short for the British Exit from the 
EU. On June 23, Britons will vote in 
a referendum that will ultimately 
decide whether the U.K. will stay in 
or abandon the EU. 
Th e OECD predicts that if the 
U.K. were to vote for the Brexit, the 
EU would have to face close to 1 
percent decrease from the baseline 
GDP forecast until 2023. 
In comparison, the United 
Kingdom would face a 3.3 percent 
decrease from the baseline GDP 
forecast by 2020. By 2030, the coun-
try’s GDP forecast could lose any-
where from 2.8 to 7.8 percent.
Voting to leave the EU would 
also mean that British lawmakers 
would have to negotiate new trade 
treaties in order to re-gain access to 
the EU’s single market.
According to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, members 
of the European Union provide for 
nearly half of the country’s exports. 
A new trade agreement would 
likely mean higher trade costs than 
what both sides would have to pay 
if they both belonged in the Euro-
pean Union.
Th e second issue that the eu-
rozone is facing is the Greek debt 
crisis.According to the European 
Commission’s forecasts, Greek 
GDP will contract by 0.3 percent in 
2016 before growing by 2.7 percent 
in 2017. 
For the fi rst time in years, the 
European Commission also pre-
dicts a positive infl ation rate of 0.6 
percent in 2017. Th e unemploy-
ment rate will also make slow but 
steady improvements.
Th is is not to say that the third 
bailout will solve the country’s 
problems, as the gross public debt 
in 2017 will still stand at 178.8 per-
cent of GDP.
According to recent polls, unem-
ployment in Greece is now above 
30 percent. Disposable income 
dropped by more than 25 percent. 
Furthermore, over half of the Greek 
population believes that matters are 
only going to worsen, with 61 per-
cent of the population believing in 
the possibility of a forced withdraw-
al from the eurozone. 
Th ough the third bailout deal 
was sealed at 86 billion euros, the 
country will not witness a quick 
recovery.
Lastly, the fi nal issue addressed 
by the European Union is the issue 
of migrants and refugees entering 
the EU illegally.
Over 1.3 million refugees and 
migrants fi led for asylum in Europe 
in 2015. 
Because Greece was not able to 
screen or register the refugees due 
to its own economic woes, the fl ow 
of migrants and refugees was large-
ly uncontrolled until the beginning 
of 2016, when borders around the 
EU were closed.
In March, members of the EU 
signed a deal with Turkey to control 
the fl ow of refugees. Th e Greek gov-
ernment will now be able to return 
refugees back to Turkey if the refu-
gees do not fi le asylum requests or 
if their requests get rejected. But, 
for every refugee sent back to Tur-
key, the Turkish government will 
be able to send one of its registered 
refugees to Europe. Th e EU will also 
provide Turkey with 3 billion euros 
to help the refugees.
Th e costs do not end there. 
Germany is estimated to spend 50 
billion euros on caring for, settling 
and integrating refugees until the 
end of 2017. Th ough other coun-
tries will not spend as much, there 
is great economic strain that will be 
placed upon the shoulders of the 
better-performing EU and euro-
zone countries.
However, the eurozone’s prob-
lems should not be considered 
as purely economic. Underneath 
the economic woes are hordes of 
Eurosceptics and nationalistic po-
litical parties that oppose the EU. 
Th ese are the people who, like the 
pro-Brexit party, believe that the 
EU blocks member states from fully 
accessing global markets and limits 
the members’ sovereignty.
Th e fate of the EU and the eu-
rozone is hard to predict. On one 
hand, the eurozone, particularly 
Germany, has to fi nd a way to sus-
tain roughly a million refugees who 
crossed the EU’s borders in 2015. 
Th e possibility, albeit unforesee-
able, that Greece will soon need 
another eurozone bailout, may 
lead to more damage for the coun-
try that indirectly owns a large frac-
tion of the Greek debt—Germany.
Germany’s performance in the 
future months should be closely 
monitored. Being the top perform-
er among the eurozone countries, 
the currency’s fate lies largely with 
the country’s economic well-being.
If the refugees become too cost-
ly or the British decide to leave the 
European Union, the eurozone will 
continue to face troubled times.
Concerns increase over eurozone growth, Greece and Brexit
The economic crisis faced by the members of the eurozone raises questions about the status of the European Union and its future state.
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Th e Johnson & Johnson Com-
pany has been ordered by a U.S. 
jury to pay $55 million to a woman 
who alleged that after using the 
company’s talc powder products 
for feminine hygiene, she devel-
oped ovarian cancer. Th e verdict 
comes as a second loss for the New 
Jersey-based three-sector health-
care company, which is facing 
about 1,200 lawsuits to date. Th ese 
lawsuits accuse the company of not 
adequately warning consumers 
about its talc-based products’ po-
tential cancer risks in labeling and 
promising consumers rejuvenated 
skin without disclosing adequate 
side eff ects.
Johnson & Johnson is a U.S. 
company founded in 1886 by 
brothers Robert Wood Johnson, 
James Mead Johnson and Edward 
Mead Johnson. It specializes in the 
manufacturing of multinational 
medical devices, pharmaceuticals 
and consumer packaged goods. 
Th e company’s brands include 
numerous types of medications 
and fi rst aid supplies. Consumer 
products include the Band-Aid 
brand line of bandages, Tyle-
nol medications, Johnson’s baby 
products, Neutrogena skin and 
beauty products, Clean & Clear 
facial wash and Acuvue contact 
lenses.
Th e company earned $74.3 
billion in 2014 and employs ap-
proximately 129,000 people in 57 
countries. It has 250 subsidiaries, 
including Cilag, DePuy, Ethicon, 
Janssen, McNeil and Neutrogena. 
Additionally, it is broken into three 
divisions: consumer health care, 
medical devices and diagnostics 
and pharmaceuticals. Johnson 
& Johnson is currently under the 
leadership of Alex Gorzky, who 
serves as both chairman and CEO 
as of April 26, 2012.
Within Johnson & Johnson’s line 
of diverse products is its talc-based 
powder products made for hygien-
ic use. In the case, the plaintiff , Glo-
ria Ristesund, relayed that she had 
been using Johnson & Johnson’s 
talc-based powder products, spe-
cifi cally, Johnson & Johnson’s baby 
powder and Shower to Shower 
Powder, for several decades. 
Th e plaintiff  concluded that af-
ter consistent shower use, she was 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer and 
had to undergo a hysterectomy and 
other related surgeries in response. 
According to her attorneys, Riste-
sund’s disease was an eff ect of the 
Johnson & Johnson product line 
the plaintiff  used.
After a three-week trial in Mis-
souri state court, jurors announced 
the verdict in favor of the plain-
tiff . Almost immediately there-
after, Johnson & Johnson’s stock 
fell 18 cents in after-hours trading 
to $112.57.
In response to the court’s deci-
sion, Johnson & Johnson spokes-
woman Carol Goodrich released 
a statement that “the verdict con-
tradicted more than 30 years of re-
search conducted by the manufac-
turing company that supported the 
safety of cosmetic talc.” Th e judge 
has not released a statement in re-
sponse to Goodrich’s comment.
Interestingly enough, the ver-
dict of this decision is not the fi rst 
that the company faces regarding 
its health products. Th e decision 
follows a $72 million jury award 
from the same Missouri court in 
February to the family of Jackie Fox 
of Birmingham, Alabama, a woman 
who died from ovarian cancer after 
years of using talc powder.
Along with Ristesund are over 
1,000 others who also accuse the 
company of not warning consum-
ers of the potential cancer-causing 
agents in its talc products. In a 
lawsuit fi led in the Missouri state 
court in June 2014, lawyers who 
represented over 50 plaintiff s in a 
widespread case against Johnson 
& Johnson cited a study showing a 
“92 percent increased risk in ovar-
ian cancer” among these women 
who reported using talcum powder 
in their genital area. 
Th e attorneys of the case argued 
that their clients’ ovarian can-
cer was “directly and proximately 
caused” by Johnson & Johnson’s 
manufacture and the sale of its 
baby powder and Shower to 
Shower products—the two main 
talcum-based products. Not only 
did the lawyers bring the lack of 
the Johnson & Johnson company 
labelling into their case, but they 
also criticized the company’s mar-
keting that “compelled women” to 
“dust themselves with this product 
to mask odors,” and help them “feel 
soft, fresh, and comfortable.” Th is, 
according to the attorneys, was not 
the direct result of the products, but 
rather a scheme to deter consum-
ers from acknowledging the ingre-
dients within the products.
In February of 2013, the plain-
tiff s in a talc litigation in the state 
court of New Jersey also accused 
Johnson & Johnson of failing to 
warn for numerous years that talc 
was linked to an increased risk for 
ovarian cancer. 
Th e result was over $11 million 
awarded to Linda Gross. Th e same 
year, another case tried involving 
talc powder and ovarian cancer 
that resulted in a mixed verdict in 
South Dakota federal court in 2013. 
Although the jurors in this case 
concluded that Johnson & Johnson 
was “negligent,” they did not award 
any damages to the plaintiff , whose 
cancer was in remission at the time 
of the trial. 
However, this verdict still put a 
dent on Johnson & Johnson’s pub-
lic image. By categorizing the com-
pany as “negligent,” the company’s 
status in the hygienic fi eld became 
problematic. In late 2014 and early 
2015, the company settled more 
than 100 lawsuits. 
From the series of cases main-
taining the public eye, the Johnson 
& Johnson company has been un-
der direct scrutiny. 
However, in response Johnson 
& Johnson consistently presents 
the same message, “multiple sci-
entifi c and regulatory reviews have 
determined that talc is safe for use 
in cosmetic products and the label-
ing on Johnson’s Baby Powder is 
appropriate.” 
Although an appeal is underway 
by the representatives of Johnson & 
Johnson, the company has yet to 
release any further information on 
the matter. It is, though, still facing 
thousands of other similar claims 
at this time.
Woman sues Johnson & Johnson over talc-based powder products
JESSICA TOIB | THE TICKER
Johnson & Johnson’s talc-based products, Baby Powder and Shower to Shower Powder, are linked to numerous cases of ovarian cancer.
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Annual Artexpo takes over Pier 94 with modern and ancient art
BY AMANI JAMES
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
Colors, textures and dimen-
sions collided at the Annual Art-
expo 2016 at Pier 94. As artists, buy-
ers and gallery owners from all over 
gathered at the warehouse, there 
was not one piece of white wall that 
existed naked, as art pieces hung, 
off ering only what the imagination 
could create.
As spectators and collectors col-
lectively stared at some of the most 
bizarre and eye-catching pieces, 
artists shared the stories that lay 
beneath the chaos of the art— War-
hol classics. While New Yorkers 
walked through the venue, works 
of art could be found broken up by 
exhibition styles and galleries. 
In the vast warehouse, special 
projects, galleries, curated exhibi-
tions and special projects from Art 
New York and Context New York 
collided in the best way possible. 
Galleries from New York, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Miami, 
to name a few, covered the fl oor 
with some of the most creative and 
innovative works of our time. With 
realism, surrealism, pop art and 
installations at every turn, this ex-
pedition was nothing short of a col-
laborative eff ort to bring the new 
and classic together in one place.
Gallerias could be found talking 
to onlookers, as they introduced 
artists and collections of all genres. 
With Art Basel internationally 
known for its unique way of bring-
ing the world’s best collections and 
the world’s most artistic people to 
one place, New York Expo looked 
to make a mark just as big by bring-
ing U.S. art to what many consider 
the creative capital of the world. 
With galleries like Moso Art Gal-
lery of Los Angeles, California and 
New York’s very own C24 Gallery, 
diversity was key, as exposure to 
new customers would bring art lov-
ers from all over to the windy Man-
hattan pier. 
One of the most memorable 
pieces came from Fidia Falaschetti. 
“Freak Mouse,” the contempo-
rary art piece that is supposed to 
resemble Mickey Mouse himself, 
is an aluminum sculpture of the 
mouse with hands for feet and feet 
for hands in the most eye-popping 
pink hue. 
A small, white wall stands alone 
as three security cameras designed 
in the themes of the biggest social 
media companies to date: Youtube, 
Twitter and Instagram. “Social Se-
curity Camera 8, 9, 10,” challenges 
the idea that social media is just for 
the enjoyment of its users. Instead, 
it can be seen as a tool for the gov-
ernment to keep surveillance on 
Americans. 
Who can forget actor Adrien 
Brody’s “Hooked” exhibition, 
which mixed contemporary and 
modern renditions of a Warhol 
classic? Th e painted can of the 
Bumbled Bee: Pink Salmon is Bro-
dy’s take on Warhol’s Campbell 
Soup classic. 
Nothing stands out like the red- 
hued painting next to an embel-
lished Rick James, as his head sits 
atop a body of a fi sh as the Loo-
ney Tunes background lays in his 
shadow. “I’m Rick James’ Fish,” the 
painting reads, as the Chappelle 
Show skit comes to mind. 
Brent Eastwood brings the 
childhood memories of audiences 
to life with his oil brush painting, 
“Nobody Told Us No.” Taking up al-
most the entirety of the back wall of 
the exhibition is “Playful Impetus,” 
a colorful and layered oil painting 
that brings together teddy bears 
and Disney symbols like Skully 
from Monsters Inc., Mickey Mouse 
and Nemo. 
Th rough his exhibition he 
brings the love and the cheekiness 
of  U.S. childhood. “Confi dence” 
and “Hopeful” are colorful rendi-
tions of a teddy bear done in short 
brush strokes combining high con-
trast colors to create vibrant and 
dimensional works of art. 
Jung San’s “Contemplation Se-
ries” brings mixed media to the Ar-
texpo, as his pieces create mystery 
through the use of mixed media to 
infuse the Zin Buddhist teachings’ 
Korean heritage, to produce beau-
tiful, thought-provoking pieces. 
Th ey serve a greater purpose 
than that of which meets the eyes. 
In his pieces, layers of papers can 
be found in the Plexiglas with sym-
bols written in the art of calligraphy 
to tell stories from every direction. 
Art can be seen as insightful 
expressions of the mind. It allows 
humans to create and tell stories 
in their own ways, not limited by 
society’s standards. No longer are 
people limited by just words, in-
stead they are given the ability to 
create with whatever and however 
they choose. 
Artists have gone beyond the 
canvas, bringing not only paint, but 
also aluminum, marble and even 
a nail kit in some cases, together 
to redefi ne what it is to express 
themselves. 
At the Artexpo, New Yorkers 
were given the opportunity to ex-
perience stories that would other-
wise go untold. By bringing togeth-
er the galleries of both the East and 
the West coasts, spectators were 
exposed to a variety of works that 
would give any creative soul a run 
for their money. 
Met celebrates fashion in technology
BY TAFANNUM RAHMAN
COPY EDITOR
Th e Robert Lehman Wing at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art has 
been transformed into a world of 
fashion like no other. With miles 
of white scrim, the garment that 
captures every set of eyes is a Cha-
nel haute couture ivory wedding 
gown with a 20-foot train that de-
signer Karl Lagerfeld constructed 
from scuba suit fabric. Its regal 
beauty consisted of a baroque 
pattern, which was digitally ma-
nipulated, along with rhinestones 
attached with a heat press and 
hand-embroidery, all adding to its 
regal beauty.
Manus x Machina: Fashion in 
an Age of Technology, the spring 
Costume Institute exhibition at the 
Met, is sponsored by Apple and 
curated by Andrew Bolton. Th e 
exhibition features more than 170 
garments dating from the 1880s 
to 2015 that demonstrate ways in 
which the hand (manus) and ma-
chine (machina) are used together 
to create both haute couture (high 
fashion) and pret-a-porter (ready-
to-wear) designs. 
Th ere is an implicit assumption 
in fashion that handmade tech-
niques involved in haute couture 
are superior to mechanized meth-
ods of ready-to-wear designs. Over 
the years, however, the two have 
intertwined to become the fashion 
world as we know it today. Instead 
of presenting handmade fashion 
and machine-made fashion as if 
they are opposing, the exhibit sets 
out to suggest that the hand and 
the machine are equally important 
in enhancing design practices and 
advancing the future of fashion. 
Th e purpose of this exhibit is to 
free the handmade and machine-
made from the confi nes of haute 
couture and pret-a-porter.
Th e exhibit follows through 
the concept of signifi cant forms of 
embellishment in the haute cou-
ture and pret-a-porter. Parurier 
Floral (artifi cial fl owers), Plumas-
serie (featherwork), Maroquinerie 
(leatherwork), Plisse I (pleating) 
and Dentellerie (lacework) are 
some of the forms of embellish-
ment that take visitors through 
the exhibit.
Manus x Machina: Fashion in 
an Age of Technology had many 
stand-out pieces, one of which was 
an Alexander McQueen machine-
sewn pale pink duchesse satin and 
nude silk georgette dress, hand-
embroidered with pink enameled 
metal fl ower petals. Th e individ-
ual fl owers are made out of metal 
and hand painted, then hand ap-
plied to the dress three-dimen-
sionally. House of Chanel’s wed-
ding ensemble dress did not disap-
point either. 
Th e beautiful haute couture 
dress was made by hand from start 
to fi nish and consists of Chanel’s 
signature fl ower, camellias. White 
ostrich feathers and 2,500 white 
fl owers embellish this ensemble, 
along with barely visible sequins. 
Th e artifi cial fl owers, embroidery 
and featherwork together required 
700 hours of handwork.
Technology has changed fash-
ion. Machine-made lace can be 
so beautifully intricate that it be-
comes hard to argue about its 
individuality just because it is 
not handmade. Technology has 
helped fashion move forward and 
the 3-D-printed Chanel jackets 
part of the exhibit that mimic the 
signature quilting of its bags prove 
just that. Th e braiding and under 
layer were hand embroidered.
It is the perfect marriage of 
hand and machine; the jacket 
would not have looked the same 
without one or the other. Other 
designers in the exhibition include 
Cristobal Balenciaga, Hussein 
Chalayan, Christian Dior and Ric-
cardo Tisci.  
Th e exhibition shows fashion 
in its rawest form. Th e setting is 
elegant but it is not overwhelming. 
Manus x Machina: Fashion in an 
Age of Technology is like a woman 
without makeup—there is nothing 
but natural beauty. Here, there is 
nothing but fashion. It is an exhi-
bition about a technique and how 
it connects with the human form. 
Th e exhibit will be on view until 
Aug. 14, 2016.
The Costume Institute’s spring 2016 exhibit focuses on the interplay between the hand and machine
BY AMANI JAMES
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
With an athletic brand under 
her direction and another suc-
cessful tour underway for her lat-
est album, Anti, who would think 
Rihanna could have more time 
to do anything else? With world 
domination on her agenda, she 
has taken a moment to collaborate 
with one of the fashion industry’s 
most recognized shoe designers, 
Manolo Blahnik. 
Despite the brand fading into 
the shadows over the years behind 
the likes of Christian Louboutin 
himself, in the last year, it has tak-
en an eff ort to revitalize itself, with 
the re-release of some Manolo 
classic silhouettes like the Hangisi 
Pump in new colorways. 
As they began to move into the 
future without losing the essence 
of what makes  Manolo everything 
Carrie Bradshaw could ever imag-
ine and want in a shoe, Manolo 
would partner with Farfetch, an 
e-retailer, to create its fi rst e-com-
merce site. 
With the goal of repositioning 
themselves as one of the major 
fashion labels to be reckoned with, 
collaborating with none other than 
the goddess of fashion, Rihanna, 
would put them back on the map. 
Shoe lovers can only gasp, as Ri-
hanna can be found in this year’s 
April British Vogue as she adorns 
her legs in a full boot that extends 
so far up her leg, the boots can be 
united by a belt. ‘Th e 9 to 5” fol-
lows the theme of her collection, 
made from a dark denim wash 
that could only be mastered by 
the bravest. 
Each shoe in the Rihanna x 
Manolo #DenimDesserts capsule 
collection infl icts the same play-
fulness the pop star’s own style 
brings into existence through her 
fun and edgy Instagram posts. 
Th rough the collection, she is 
able to recreate some of Manolo’s 
classic silhouettes with a touch 
of Rih-Rih. Th e “Rih-vi’s” serve as 
the perfect example. Available in 
both light and dark wash denim, 
the “Rih-vi’s” is a play on the clas-
sic “Chaos” cuff  sandal that has 
been a staple since the designer 
began to take the world by storm 
in the 1970s.
Nothing says Rihanna like 
her iconic tattoos. Making just as 
many appearances as her unfor-
gettable green eyes, her hand tat-
too can be found in fashion maga-
zines across the world. It was only 
fi tting that Manolo Blahnik and 
Rihanna create a light blue denim 
ankle called the “Dancehall Cow-
girl Jewel” boot, which is sequined 
to mirror the hand tattoo that has 
allowed her to break the conven-
tions of beauty. 
Th e “Sea Salt Denim” strappy 
pumps, complete the collabora-
tion in an edgy take on a feminine 
silhouette. Th e pump is the col-
lector’s dream with its simplicity 
and versatility.
Rihanna’s style combines an 
incomparable attitude with both 
feminine and masculine silhou-
ettes while still maintaining a 
carefree easiness. Th rough her so-
cial media transparency and ver-
satility, she has been able to break 
into the fashion industry unapolo-
getically.  Blahnik is taking a place 
back on the throne as one of fash-
ion’s most classic shoe designers. 
Hopefully this will not be the 
last time we see the two working 
together. Th e capsule collection 
can be found in the fl agship stores 
right here in New York at the 54th 
Street location, Hong Kong, Lon-
don and online.
Rihanna takes on Manolo
Pop icon collaborates with Manolo Blahnik on a denim collection
Artexpo has been changing the way people buy and sell art, becoming one of the world’s ﬁ nest art marketplaces.
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Artiﬁ cial ﬂ owers are a traditional metier of the haute couture, shown in the exhibit.
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Th is is the fi rst fi lm in Phase 
Th ree of the MCU. Sides have to be 
chosen after the disaster in Sokovia 
and an incident involving Scarlet 
Witch and Crossbones. 
Th is is the kind of jargon to be 
expected from Marvel Studios’ 
most recent movie, Captain Ameri-
ca: Civil War, which by all accounts, 
acts purely as a sequel and a tran-
sition for characters in the comic 
book behemoth that is the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. 
And yet this does not seem to 
be a problem. Marvel has little to 
no intention of bringing new fans 
into the middle of the story. Among 
the 10 upcoming fi lms which Mar-
vel has planned out, only Doctor 
Strange (2016) and Captain Marvel
(2019) seem to be set up as origin 
stories, while the rest will most like-
ly act as sequels. 
Th e easiest way to notice Mar-
vel’s strategy is to look at the events 
that pop up when the new Aveng-
ers or Captain America movies 
are released. 
Th eaters advertise movie mara-
thons, where fans can see all the 
events that have led up to which-
ever fi lm is playing at midnight. As 
the 13th fi lm in Marvel’s repertoire, 
Civil War tells a story for those who 
know what has led up to it. 
As a fi lm for the fans, this mov-
ie works well. It is able to balance 
the burden of having 12 separate 
superheroes, introducing two of 
those heroes into the franchise it-
self, telling the story of a widely 
loved comic saga, laying ground-
work for future Marvel fi lms and 
of course, providing the obligatory 
Stan Lee cameo. 
While somewhat sparse in plot, 
opting for a more action-heavy 
form of storytelling in what is now 
the longest installment of the MCU, 
the Russo Brothers’ ability to give 
each character their own spotlight 
and produce riveting fi ght scenes 
make it worth the while. Th e air-
port fi ght scene is one that has been 
widely acknowledged by fans and 
critics online, and rightfully so. 
Captain America: Civil War 
picks up the threads of Steve Rog-
ers, played by Chris Evans, and 
Tony Stark, portrayed by Robert 
Downey Jr., at their stories’ even-
tual crossing point. 
Rogers no longer trusts the 
government, as he has now lived 
through the horrors of Nazi Germa-
ny and seen the U.S. government 
corrupted by Hydra. 
He has been told and believes 
that his sense of moral judgment 
is superior to that of other men as 
a result of the enhancements of 
the Super Soldier serum used on 
him in Captain America: Th e First 
Avenger (2011). 
His weakness is his unrelent-
ing devotion to his friend, James 
“Bucky” Buchanan Barnes, played 
by Sebastian Stan, as emphasized 
in Captain America: Th e Winter 
Soldier (2014), where Rogers puts 
his life in the hands of his friend 
despite the fact that the latter has 
become a brainwashed assassin. 
Stark has made a lot of mistakes. 
His story arc is one that tells of an 
arrogant man being humbled. In 
Iron Man (2008), the cocky bil-
lionaire is taken down a peg when 
he discovers that his weapons 
are being sold under the table to 
terrorists. 
In Iron Man 2 (2010), while 
fi ghting to keep the government’s 
hands off  his technology, Stark also 
contends with the knowledge that 
he is dying by giving up the lead-
ership of his company to his lover, 
Pepper Potts, played by Gwyneth 
Paltrow. 
By the events of Avengers: Age 
of Ultron (2015), Tony is doing ev-
erything he can to stop the fi ght-
ing from happening, even alluding 
to Neville Chamberlain’s doomed 
words in 1939 of, “peace for our 
time.” Knowing that all deaths 
caused by the Ultrons, Stark’s un-
witting creations, are his fault, 
Stark realizes that somebody better 
than him needs to take authority 
over superheroes and ensure ac-
countability. 
Th is is where the two characters 
are when, after the fi lm’s open-
ing sequence of the new Avengers 
team in action, General Th addeus 
“Th underbolt” Ross, played by Wil-
liam Hurt, hands the Avengers the 
Sokovia Accords. Th is document, 
agreed upon by 117 countries, 
plans to establish a government 
body overseeing the Avengers and 
all superhero activity. 
Rogers, mistrustful of govern-
ment and believing in his own 
morals, does not wish to act. Stark, 
mistrustful of himself, believing 
in the abilities of government and 
with his emotions reinforced by a 
grieving mother’s guilt, tries to get 
the team to sign it. 
One of the most intriguing 
points of the fi lm is that nobody is 
truly shown as being right in the ar-
gument. Tony wants what is best for 
the world and the team, but he is 
being guided by emotion and blind 
faith in the government’s ability to 
assume responsibility. 
Rogers responds with inaction 
until Bucky comes into the picture, 
at which point the former acts ir-
rationally, all out of his love for his 
childhood friend. 
For the fans, this may be one 
of the best Marvel fi lms to date. 
For everybody else, a 12-fi lm crash 
course or thereabouts might be 
necessary. It weaves humor and 
heart throughout and is a pleas-
ant indication of where Marvel is 
headed. 
Th omas Holland’s Spider-Man 
is possibly the best adaptation of 
the beloved webslinger to date and 
Chadwick Boseman’s Black Pan-
ther is promising. 
Captain America: Civil War 
was fi lled with action, humor and 
emotional resonance. It succeeds 
because of the groundwork laid by 
many fi lms before it. 
Th e evolution and story of the 
characters progress a meaningful 
story. Th e movie is full of entertain-
ment that comes from a moral and 
emotional confl ict, making it strik-
ing and consistently engaging. One 
Phase Th ree movie down, 10 more 
to go. 
Marvel’s Civil War takes superheroes to the top of the box office
The actions of the Avengers cause political pressure to mount, leading Captain America and Iron Man into an all-out feud.
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Cooper Hewitt exhibition peeks into beloved Pixar’s design process
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e Cooper Hewitt, Smithson-
ian Design Museum resides along 
the Upper East Side’s Museum 
Mile. At this time of the year, the 
museum is strewn with emblemat-
ic posters, artsy, refl ective surfaces 
and hanging Pixar graphics with 
short clips and simulations. 
Perhaps the most interesting ex-
hibition off ered by the museum is 
Pixar: Th e Design of Story. Coupled 
with informational graphics that 
detail arbitrary animation process-
es with interactive elements, the 
exhibit allowed visitors to practice 
their hand at various animation 
techniques. Childhood nostalgia 
overwhelmed the exhibition upon 
entrance. 
Th e exhibition did not receive 
as many visitors as anticipated, but 
the substantially low number—two 
total visitors at the time—could be 
attributed to the fact that it was a 
late Monday afternoon, a couple of 
hours before closing time.
Th e highlight of the exhibition 
must have been one of the interac-
tive components. On a table in the 
center of the exhibition fl oor lay 
blank sheets. 
Th e rectangular table seated 
six but surprisingly, only the two 
people who made up the popula-
tion of the exhibition inhabited the 
table. Its polished wooden slabs 
were adorned with instructions 
and cheerful Pixar doodles. 
Instructions called for visitors to 
either express an emotion through 
a spontaneously generated charac-
ter or draw a continuous squiggle 
and reimagine a character out of 
its contours, depending on which 
side of the vast table the visitor 
occupied.
Both were equally amusing ex-
ercises, ones that challenged and 
broke the boundaries of an indi-
vidual’s creativity. A video demon-
stration accompanied the written 
and sketched-out instructions. Th e 
video depicted an artist who began 
drawing smooth, horizontal squig-
gles on a blank page. 
After a pause, the artist’s mo-
mentary lapse to envision and 
think, the artist created a hula 
dancer. In other attempts, that 
same squiggle also assumed the 
form of a rabbit or a man catching 
a cat. 
So superb and imaginative were 
these creations, yet so diffi  cult were 
they to emulate. Despite pausing 
to “imagine” the extensions of the 
squiggle that would expectantly 
elongate into an original cartoon, 
it was diffi  cult to operate under 
the pretenses of the lack of neces-
sary skills. 
Pixar artists and graphic design-
ers are immensely talented in their 
abilities to extrapolate complex im-
ages from basic lines and shapes. 
Another daring facet of the exhi-
bition was stationed in an isolated 
room that echoed low murmurs 
as one neared its entrance. In the 
room streamed Pixar’s 1986 short 
fi lm, Luxo Jr., which lasted what 
seemed like barely two minutes. In 
the animation, two lamps—the ob-
vious height diff erence giving the 
implication that one was a parent 
and the other a child—stood side-
by-side. 
Th e “baby” lamp rolled a ball 
around until it popped under its 
stance, an action that was met with 
a prolonged head shake from the 
parent. To resolve the issue, the 
baby lamp rolled out a bigger ball 
that would not fl atten under its 
stance. 
Directly opposite the animation 
hung detailed drawings and expla-
nations of how the animation came 
into existence. Upon fi rst entering 
the exhibition, the layout seemed 
like it was intended for prospective 
visitors to fi rst navigate the exhibi-
tions by the walls and learn the pro-
cesses behind Pixar’s animations. 
But other facets of the exhibition 
drew more eyes. 
Th e most striking details of the 
graphics highlighted the progres-
sion of the animations in the stu-
dio. Th e cyclical process—consist-
ing of research, collaboration and 
iteration—sought to create appeal, 
story and believability, which have 
become known as the three basic 
pillars of all Pixar fi lms. 
It called to mind the competi-
tive nature that exists not only be-
tween Pixar and other animation 
studios but more notably within 
Pixar itself. Pixar always seems like 
it is trying to top itself with each 
new animation that it releases. Th e 
gravity with which the producers 
take each fi lm showcases the desire 
to advance.
Th e research panel exposed a 
behind-the-scenes look at the in-
spiration behind Cars, the movie; 
a scattered group of about 20 in-
dividuals shuffl  ed through a des-
ert in Texas alongside the Cadillac 
Ranch.
Granted, Cars might be a poor 
example to illustrate the talent em-
ployed by Pixar producers. But the 
movie does demonstrate the fervor 
with which the producers operate. 
Many other favorites such as 
Finding Nemo, Th e Incredibles, 
Up and more recently, Inside Out, 
have topped movie charts and fully 
demonstrated Pixar’s capability as 
a serious animation studio.
Pixar’s methods to achieve ap-
peal, story and believability incor-
porate emotion, beautifully illus-
trated scenes and highly likeable 
characters. 
Criticism of Pixar comes from 
all angles, but the most common 
ones emphasize the lack of strong, 
central female characters, a notion 
that Pixar is attempting to change 
with the release of fi lms like Brave 
and Inside Out. 
It helps immensely that the 
Cooper Hewitt provides all visi-
tors with an interactive pen that 
saves any work in the museum to 
a personal online archive accessed 
only with a unique code that can 
be found on the ticket given to you 
upon entrance. 
Th e potential to save the indi-
vidual works and be able to refer-
ence them outside of the exhibition 
instilled a certain peace of mind, 
the feeling that the animations 
and experience would wither away 
or become unfamiliar subsided 
slightly. 
Although the exhibition as a 
whole was enjoyable and reminis-
cent of childhood memories, the 
best part of it was feeling like one of 
the producers. 
Being given a chance to liven 
thoughts is only synonymous with 
a dream come true.
Detailed drawings and explanations show the design process of Pixar’s most beloved characters, such as those in A Bug’s Life.
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Th ough the U.S. government 
has invested $1.4 billion in HIV 
prevention programs that pro-
mote sexual abstinence, there 
is no evidence suggesting that 
these programs have been eff ec-
tive at changing sexual behavior, a 
new study by Stanford University 
School of Medicine claims.
In 2004, President George W. 
Bush launched a program called 
the U.S. President’s Emergency 
Fund for AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR 
for short. Th e purpose of this pro-
gram was to encourage men and 
women to limit their number of 
sexual partners and delay their 
fi rst sexual experience in order to 
reduce the risk of HIV transmis-
sion and teen pregnancy. From 
the start of the program, PEPFAR 
put an emphasis on abstinence-
oriented methods and “be faithful” 
programs in order to reduce the 
risk of HIV transmission.
Studies have shown that HIV 
and teen pregnancy prevention 
programs centered on abstinence 
have proven to be not only inef-
fective but detrimental to fund-
ing. Although there have been 
many skeptics of the abstinence 
component of PEPFAR, scientists 
at Stanford University recently 
measured the effi  cacy of the pro-
gram by studying almost 500,000 
individuals in 22 countries. Th ey 
found that in 345,000 female par-
ticipants, there was no diff erence 
in the number of sexual partners 
of those living in PEPFAR-aided 
countries compared to those not 
living in PEPFAR-aided countries.
An identical outcome was 
found when studying 132,000 male 
participants. Th e researchers also 
examined the age of fi rst sexual in-
tercourse among 178,000 women 
and 71,000 men. Th ey found that 
the diff erence in mean age of fi rst 
sexual encounter in women living 
in PEPFAR aided countries in com-
parison with those not living in 
PEPFAR-aided countries was fewer 
than four months, while no diff er-
ence was found among males.
Abstinence programs are not 
eff ective because decisions hav-
ing to do with sex are inherently 
personal and subjective; changing 
them is not an easy task.
“When individuals make deci-
sions about sex, they are not typi-
cally thinking about the billboard 
they may have seen or the guy who 
came by the village and said that 
they should wait until marriage. 
Behavioral change is much more 
complicated than that,” said Eran 
Bendavid, Ph.D., senior author of 
the study.
Th e best course of action is not 
to attempt to stop people from 
making decisions, but give them 
the tools they need to make safe 
and healthy ones.
Researchers found that one fac-
tor that correlated with sexual be-
havior, particularly in women, was 
their level of education. Th e more 
education women had, starting 
from primary school onward, the 
lower the rates of high-risk sexual 
behavior than women with no for-
mal education.
“One would expect that women 
who are educated have more agen-
cy and the means to know what 
behaviors are high-risk,” said Ben-
david. “We found a pretty strong 
association.”
Preventing HIV transmission 
and teen pregnancy in impover-
ished countries needs to be rei-
magined. Rather than the current 
system of attempting to stop HIV 
transmission at the root of the 
cause by promoting abstinence, 
the study posits that the focus 
should be shifted from abstinence-
only sexual education to alterna-
tive evidence-based methods.
“Investing in prevention pro-
grams with established records of 
eff ectiveness could promote popu-
lation health improvements,” re-
ported the study’s conclusion. “We 
hope that this study will further 
illustrate the importance of large-
scale programmatic evaluation in 
global health.”
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
For the fi rst time ever, scientists 
have been able to grow human em-
bryos outside of a womb almost 
two weeks into their development. 
With this breakthrough, human-
ity has been given new insight into 
what some consider the most mys-
terious phase of early human life.
Researchers in two internation-
al teams devised a method that al-
lowed embryos to survive outside 
the womb or “in vitro” 13 days after 
fertilization. Th rough this method, 
scientists were able to observe hu-
man embryos beyond the stage 
they would normally be implanted 
within a womb.
“Th is is the most enigmatic and 
mysterious stage of human devel-
opment,” said Magdalena Zernic-
ka-Goetz, a U.K. researcher and 
University of Cambridge professor 
who helped lead the subsequent 
studies. “It is a time when the basic 
body shape is determined.”
After an egg is fertilized by 
sperm, it divides and forms a free-
fl oating ball of stem cells. Soon af-
ter, these stem cells cluster together 
within the embryo and form a stage 
called the blastocyst. Th ese blas-
tocyst cells will develop into the 
fetus’ future body, or epiblast, as 
well as the placenta that will attach 
the embryo to the womb, making 
it imperative that the embryo be 
implanted within a womb before 
a blastocyst would typically attach 
itself to a uterus so that the fetus 
may grow properly. For this reason, 
though international law allows 
the study of human embryos to 
continue up to 14 days in develop-
ment outside the womb, research-
ers have previously only conducted 
human embryos studies up to sev-
en days outside of the womb.
Prior to this research, only em-
bryos in the pre-implantation stage 
had been extensively studied. Th e 
failure of an embryo to attach itself 
to the uterus is a major of cause of 
early pregnancy loss, yet many of 
the cellular changes an embryo un-
dergoes after the blastocyst stage 
are unknown. However, research 
on an embryo is diffi  cult to conduct 
when already implanted within a 
human womb, leading to a great 
amount of uncertainty surround-
ing the stages that an embryo goes 
through after the seven-day period 
that scientists have studied human 
embryos through previously.
Following the typical timeframe 
in which an embryo would attach 
itself to the uterus, it was revealed 
through the new research that the 
cell types that comprise a blasto-
cyst will reorganize into a new kind 
of confi guration.
“Th e stem cells in the epiblast 
that will form the future body have 
the remarkable ability to self-orga-
nize themselves and create a cavity 
that represent the basic structure 
of the early post-implantation hu-
man embryo,” said Zernicka-Goetz. 
“Without this cavity, it would be 
impossible for the embryo to de-
velop further as it is the basis for its 
future development.”
Prior to this discovery, the cavity 
was thought to generate from a pro-
cess called apoptosis, or regulated 
cell death within human embryos.
With the development of this 
new embryotic research technique, 
scientists were able to demonstrate 
how the reorganization of the em-
bryo’s cells that typically takes place 
post-implantation can be achieved 
in a laboratory setting when fos-
tered under the correct conditions.
“Embryo development is an ex-
tremely complex process and while 
our system may not be able to fully 
reproduce every aspect of this pro-
cess, it has allowed us to reveal a re-
markable self-organizing capacity 
... that was previously unknown,” 
said Marta Shahbazi, a researcher 
involved in the study.
Zernicka-Goetz spoke on the 
merits of the new embryotic study 
technique.
“Until now, it has been impos-
sible to study this in human em-
bryos. Th is new technique provides 
us with a unique opportunity to get 
a deeper understanding of our own 
development during these crucial 
stages and help us understand 
what happens, for example, during 
miscarriage.”
Th e development of this new 
technique and the research that 
follows it leave repercussions not 
only for the scientifi c community, 
but for humanity as well. Fertility 
treatments, while popular among 
couples who are unable to con-
ceive, prove a costly endeavor with 
an uncertain chance of success. In 
vitro fertilization, or the process in 
which mature eggs are collected 
from a human’s ovaries, fertilized 
in a lab, and then inserted back into 
the uterus, is one example of a fer-
tility treatment that could benefi t 
from the new fi ndings on embry-
otic development. Greater knowl-
edge on an embryo’s process of im-
plantation within the womb could 
help to increase the success rate of 
these fertility treatments.
Th e studies also raise the ques-
tion of how much further scientists 
can research human embryotic 
development, with the current in-
ternational law imposing a 14-day 
limit on scientists developing em-
bryos. With these new advances, 
the limit may need revision.
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Scientists develop new method of growing human embryos
Scientists have devised a method of growing human embryos outside of a womb almost two weeks into their development.
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BY BIANCA MONTEIRO
STAFF WRITER 
An individual’s perception of 
ethnic diversity in their neighbor-
hood tends to correlate with their 
racial prejudice. Th e authors, 
Aneta Piekut, Ph.D., and Gill Val-
entine, conducted their study in 
Leeds, England and Warsaw, Po-
land with a number of people who 
were either Polish or Caucasian 
British residents. Th e results of the 
study were published in the Euro-
pean Sociological Review.
Th e purpose of the study was 
to examine social attitudes and 
how they are molded by the par-
ticipants’ perceived diversity of 
their neighborhoods. Perceived 
diversity is defi ned as “the degree 
to which people subjectively rec-
ognize an area or a group is com-
posed of diff erent social categories 
and of people who are diff erent 
from themselves.”
Using Leeds and Warsaw as 
bases for their research provides 
the study with two historically dif-
ferent communities that have had 
contrasting accounts of ethnic mi-
norities. Th e United Kingdom, in 
comparison to Poland, has had a 
longer history of ethnic minority 
residents. Although Warsaw ap-
pears to be the most diverse Polish 
city, it still pales in comparison to 
Leeds. Th is gives researchers the 
opportunity to test their hypoth-
esis in diff erent environments to 
fi nd pertinent links.
Th e researchers gathered all 
of their data via interviews with 
1,036 Leeds residents and 1,179 
Warsaw residents, all of whom 
were Caucasian. Participants were 
prompted with statements such 
as “refugees and asylum seekers 
should have the right to work,” or 
“a country’s culture is damaged 
by immigrants,” and were asked 
whether they agreed.
In an attempt to avoid bias, 
the interviewers asked questions 
regarding perceived diversity fi rst 
so it would not aff ect the answers 
about their attitudes. Th e nature of 
the interview questions, however, 
prevented researchers from con-
clusively determining whether the 
answers were distorted.
Concluding the interviews, 
however, researchers were able to 
identify two distinct correlations 
between racial prejudices and 
perceived neighborhood condi-
tions when looking at the two cit-
ies. In Warsaw, Polish residents 
who lived in neighborhoods that 
were predominantly Caucasian 
and perceived that their neigh-
borhoods were increasing in di-
versity were more likely to have 
an increase in racial prejudices. 
An infl ux of diverse residents 
and “council housing,” or public 
housing, also seemed to aff ect this 
correlation.
Researchers suspected that this 
higher perceived diversity could 
be correlated with and refl ect the 
fear of Caucasian residents rather 
than their neighborhood’s actual 
diversity. 
In Leeds, however, Caucasian 
residents who lived in diverse 
neighborhoods but believed their 
neighborhoods were not diverse 
tended to have a decrease in racial 
prejudices. 
“Actual and perceived diver-
sity work diff erently,” commented 
Piekut, “[In Leeds] those having 
everyday contact with people of 
minority ethnic background are 
more tolerant towards them […] 
yet, those ‘seeing’ their neighbor-
hood as diverse—regardless of 
whether it was actually diverse or 
not—are more prejudiced.”
Abstinence education proves ineffective
Abstinence-only education has shown ineﬀ ective in changing sexual behavior. 
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
Perceived neighborhood 
diversity marks prejudice
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Gruber’s paper, entitled Biofl u-
orescence in Catsharks (Scyliorh-
inidae): Fundamental Description 
and Relevance for Elasmobranch 
Visual Ecology, explains that as the 
depth of the ocean increases, the 
spectral quality of sunlight per-
meating the ocean becomes more 
and more restricted to a set range 
of wavelengths of blue light. Mean-
while, the intensity of the light de-
creases exponentially. 
In order to determine why cer-
tain marine animals exhibit biofl u-
orescence and might use biofl uo-
rescence to communicate with one 
another at this depth, the team de-
veloped a special camera fi lter that 
mimicked the eye of a catshark.
In order to better understand 
how sharks process visual cues, 
such as biofl uorescene of other 
animals, Gruber’s research team 
took one of the biofl uorescent 
sharks to an eye doctor at Cornell 
University.
“When we fi rst noticed that this 
shark was fl uorescent, we looked 
through the science literature and 
there was nothing published on the 
kinds of pigments in a shark’s eyes,” 
Gruber said. “Once we took it to 
the eye doctor and we were able to 
determine the kinds of pigments in 
the eye, we were then able to design 
the camera around their vision.”
After the team developed the 
fi lter and used it on the lens of a 
Red Epic camera, they proceeded 
to go on several night dives into 
Scripps Canyon, a mile-long nar-
row, underwater gorge off  the 
coast of San Diego. Th rough the 
fi lter, they discovered that swell 
sharks, which are a species of 
catsharks, were covered in bright 
green dots. Chain catsharks, on the 
other hand, were covered in alter-
nating dark and light areas. 
Th e gender of the shark also 
mattered, as female swell sharks 
exhibited unique light spots on the 
center of each side of their faces 
and more dense ventral spots that 
extended further than their male 
counterparts. Th e pelvic claspers 
of chain catsharks, used during 
mating to channel semen, were 
found to be glowing.
Sharks live 1,500 feet under the 
ocean. Since human visibility is 
limited at that depth, it is referred to 
as “twilight zone.” Sharks, however, 
have adapted to this environment.
“[Sharks] can see quite well 
there and the colors are diff erent 
there, so the ocean is the color blue 
because at that depth, the only 
color there is one color, just blue,” 
Gruber said.
As Gruber explained in a previ-
ous interview, scientists are only 
able to observe the biofl uores-
cence of marine animals under 
blue light, as this is the color of 
their surrounding environment.
Although biofl uorescence has 
been found to be widespread 
throughout marine animals, stud-
ies relating to fl uorescent proper-
ties of marine organisms, such as 
the one done by Gruber’s team, are 
necessary to understand the evo-
lution of biofl uorescence and its 
impact on the ecosystems of these 
organisms. 
“If you think about things like 
bats, it has not been that long since 
we noticed that bats can commu-
nicate in these very high frequency 
sounds that us humans did not 
hear.” Gruber said. “We have to un-
derstand other life forms beyond 
what our human senses can see 
and it encourages me to be more 
empathetic with animals to try 
to understand them more and to 
understand their senses and other 
ways they are communicating.”
Other marine animals, such as 
certain species of fi sh, have also 
been proven to have the capabil-
ity to see biofl uorescence. Accord-
ing to the paper, Olindias formosa, 
also known as the “fl ower hat jel-
lyfi sh,” uses fl uorescence at the 
tips of its tentacles to lure juvenile 
rockfi shes. Cirrhilabrus soloren-
sis, a species of wrasse native to 
Indonesia, responds to red bio-
fl uorescence, while fl uorescence 
in Lysiosquillina glabriuscula, also 
known as the “mantis shrimp,” has 
been noted to enhance signaling.
Gruber added that, “Most of our 
drugs come from natural products 
and there are so many reasons as 
to how understanding nature has 
proven to be benefi cial to humans. 
We rely on nature for almost every-
thing, for our clean water, for our 
energy, so I think it is important 
that we try to understand as many 
facets of nature that we can.”
In the future, Gruber plans on 
creating a camera fi lter that mim-
ics the eyes of turtles, which are 
even more complex than human 
eyes. Adding to this complexity is 
the fact that turtles can see both 
above and below water.
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Gruber researches biofluorescence
“We have to understand 
other life forms beyond 
what our human senses 
can see and it encourages 
me to be more empathetic 
with animals to try to 
understand them more and 
to understand their senses 
and other ways they are 
communicating.”
- David Gruber
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR 
For the third straight season, the 
Baruch College men’s tennis team 
went head-to-head against the 
Hunter College Hawks in the CUNY 
Athletic Conference Finals. 
Baruch and Hunter engaged in 
nail-biting competition, which ulti-
mately came down to a tiebreaker 
set in singles play. Although Ba-
ruch was able to split the singles 
matches with wins at No. 4, No. 5 
and No. 6, Hunter’s two wins ear-
lier in doubles play proved to be 
the diff erence as the Hawks ulti-
mately came away with the 5-4 de-
cisive victory. 
Coming into the match, the 
Hawks had won the last three meet-
ings against the Bearcats, including 
a 5-1 victory in last year’s cham-
pionship; both teams combined 
have won the last 12 titles in the 
conference.
Th e Bearcats’ postseason cam-
paign began on the road against 
the Cardinals of York College dur-
ing the quarterfi nal round of the 
CUNYAC tournament. 
Th e Bearcats came out strong, 
with a convincing doubles perfor-
mance from Hugo Castalan and 
Leonard Margolis. Castalan and 
Margolis, a freshman from Brook-
lyn, had a 4-0 record playing with 
each other in doubles competitions 
throughout the regular season. 
Th eir dominance continued dur-
ing their fi rst taste of the CUNYAC 
postseason; the duo quickly swept 
the fi rst doubles matchup 8-0. 
Teammates David Alabo and 
Lewis Pena followed shortly after 
with their own 8-1 win at second 
doubles. Th e Bearcats stayed sharp 
in singles and were able to grind 
out two more victories to top the 
Cardinals 5-1.
In the semifi nals, the Bearcats 
battled it out with the John Jay 
Bloodhounds. After several post-
ponements due to weather condi-
tions, the match fi nally took place 
on the College of Staten Island’s 
tennis courts on May 5. 
Th e Bearcats snagged their 
fourth shutout win of the season 
with a 5-0 decision over the Blood-
hounds. Baruch began the match 
by recording an 8-1 victory in fi rst 
and third doubles. Lewis Pena 
and Ariel Hakimi completed the 
doubles sweep with an 8-4 win. Ha-
kimi and Castalan, who played in 
fi rst doubles, stayed hot in singles 
play, each winning their respective 
matches 6-0, 6-0 to bury the Blood-
hounds away. With the win, Baruch 
advanced to its fi fth straight confer-
ence Finals.
Th e Bearcats drew fi rst blood 
after Samuel Hajibai and Dardan 
Sopjani defeated the Hawks in third 
doubles, 8-0. Castalan and Margo-
lis fell short 8-5 in their eff orts at 
fi rst doubles. Th e last Baruch duo 
of Pena and Alabo also failed to 
come out on top, dropping the set 
8-5 in second doubles. 
After a brief intermission, the 
Finals resumed with singles com-
petition. Pena and Hunter’s Car-
los Sala were the fi rst group to 
complete their match; Sala won in 
straight sets, 6-0, 6-1, to keep the 
streak going for the Hawks. 
Th e Bearcats, however, did not 
go away quietly. Baruch’s Sopjani 
responded with a win in straight 
sets, 6-2, 6-2, to bring the Bearcats 
back into the game. Following Sop-
jani’s lead, Margolis would tie the 
match at three wins apiece with 
another Bearcats victory in singles 
play. Margolis set the tone early 
with a 6-0 win in the fi rst set and 
closed the match with a 6-4 score 
in the second set. Alabo continued 
to add to the Bearcats’ newfound 
momentum by securing a victory 
with a resilient 6-4 win in the fi rst 
set. Th e third-year veteran would 
then cruise to a 6-1 victory to cap 
off  his night. 
In the fi fth match, Castalan 
squared off  against Hunter’s Gon-
zalo Saez Garcia in a tight match 
that went back and forth. Both sides 
traded points and were determined 
to get an edge over the other. Saez 
Garcia ultimately took the fi rst set, 
6-3, but Castalan bounced back in 
the second set, tying it at fi ve points 
apiece. After achieving the set 
point on the next play, Saez Garcia 
walked away with the 7-5 victory as 
Castalan overshot the ball on the 
fi nal play. 
With the match tied 4-4, it was 
up to the sixth and last singles 
match between Baruch’s Max Na-
varro and Hunter’s Florimond Le 
Goupil to win the CUNYAC title. Le 
Goupil attacked early and took the 
fi rst set 6-2, but Navarro remained 
poised and delivered a 6-4 second 
set win to force a crucial tiebreaker. 
In the last set, Le Goupil grabbed 
an early lead and although Navarro 
managed to get the score to 5-4, it 
was enough to prevail. 
Despite an unfortunate way to 
end the season, Baruch’s men’s 
tennis team showed resilience and 
left it all out on the court. With an-
other busy off season ahead, the 
Baruch squad will look to continue 
to build its chemistry and make a 
stronger return next spring.
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BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
On Tuesday, May 10, NBA 
poster boy Stephen Curry rewrote 
the record books when he earned 
the league’s Most Valuable Player 
award in a unanimous decision, 
the fi rst player in history to boast 
such a feat. Achieving MVP ac-
colades for the second consecu-
tive year, “Chef Curry,” as he is 
nicknamed, is stirring discussion 
over who the best player in the 
league is, a title generally reserved 
for megastar LeBron James in re-
cent years. 
It is hard to discredit the 6-foot-
3-inch point guard’s run for the 
top, especially as Curry was the 
magician behind the Golden State 
Warrior’s historic 73-win season, 
just one off season removed from 
being crowned the NBA Finals 
Champions. 
Despite battling the injury bug, 
Curry’s season was a step above 
the already captivating swishing-
and-dishing that fans have be-
come accustomed to, during his 
relatively short time in the league. 
Curry led the team in player effi  -
ciency rating and shooting statis-
tics, fi nishing the regular season 
with an average of 30.1 points per 
game, the highest in his career.
Th e Warriors are still full steam 
ahead, clinching a conference 
championship berth on Wednes-
day night when they beat the Port-
land Trail Blazers in a close match. 
Curry and fellow Splash Brother 
Klay Th ompson combined for 62 
points in the face of a fi erce Blazers 
defense. Once the game was over, 
Curry could be seen embracing 
the game ball, waving to the crowd 
as a confetti shower made its way 
over Oracle Arena.
Th e product of Davidson Col-
lege, a small NCAA subdivision 
school, Curry perfectly embodies 
the humble-beginning success 
story that sports fans love. Upon 
declaring for the NBA, Curry was 
labeled a long shot, undersized 
for his position with no immedi-
ate potential; at most he was con-
sidered a development project 
for whichever team took a chance 
on him.
Curry quickly carved a niche 
for himself at Golden State; a 
deadly three-point shot combined 
with a pass-fi rst-shoot-last men-
tality made him a quick favorite 
among the Warriors faithful. A 
strong supporting cast led by head 
coach and former Bulls great, 
Steve Kerr, immediately launched 
the team into stardom. 
When asked about Curry fol-
lowing Wednesday’s win, Kerr of-
fered great praise, adding, “Th ere’s 
no ulterior motive. He’s constantly 
trying to improve with no agen-
da. ... Th is is incredibly improb-
able. But there’s a reason this is 
happening.”
Over the years, Curry has built 
his repertoire as a man of strong 
faith, respect and humility. Th ese 
traits were on full display when he 
received his MVP trophy before 
a huge press conference. Curry 
made the speech less about him-
self, instead reiterating his appre-
ciation for his wife, Ayesha, and 
daughter Riley.
While Curry is the undisputed 
MVP for the 2015-2016 season, 
some are not ready to call him the 
best player in the league, especial-
ly as LeBron James continues to 
dominate in Cleveland. Ultimate-
ly, Curry was drafted six years after 
James, yet in a matter of 7 years he 
has managed to close the distance 
between them. LeBron himself 
has been vocal in his admiration 
of Curry at times; other times frus-
trated at the thought that Curry is 
overtaking him.
Ultimately, there is no statistic 
to measure the electricity that Cur-
ry brings to the court, the stadiums 
he packs full or inspiration he of-
fers to many. Nonetheless, Curry 
is certainly taking the NBA by 
storm, and most are happy to be 
along for the ride. His second MVP 
award is just a small indication of 
his unquestionable talent and infi -
nite potential.
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Curry continues to dominate, earning his second consecutive MVP award, this time 
by unanimous decision. This happened for the ﬁ rst time in MBA history.
Curry unanimously takes second MVP 
Sports
Bearcats fall short in championship to No. 1-ranked Hawks
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Baruch looked to capitalize on their strong team chemistry before ultimately falling to top-ranked Hunter in the championship.
BY OMER SEMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
For the current generation of 
New York sports fans, orange and 
blue has been synonymous with 
disappointment. While the Knicks 
have not done anything to rewrite 
the script, the Islanders, led by 
team captain John Tavares, stacked 
consecutive 100-point seasons and 
earned a playoff  berth as the fi rst 
wild card in the Eastern Confer-
ence. 
Matched up against the Florida 
Panthers, the Isles advanced to the 
second round of the playoff s for the 
fi rst time in 23 years after a thrilling 
six-game series. 
It was a bad night for goalies 
in Game 1. Like heavyweights tee-
ing off  in the center of the ring, 
both teams attacked the nets early 
and often. 
Teddy Purcell wasted no time 
putting the Panthers on the board, 
scoring on a two-on-one opportu-
nity just two minutes into the game. 
Brock Nelson of the Isles countered 
by sneaking behind the back line 
and fl icking a wrist shot over four-
time All-Star Roberto Luongo. 
It was not until the third period 
when the Islanders’ John Tavares 
chased defenseman Brian Camp-
bell around the net, stole the puck 
and set up Kyle Okposo for a goal 
that gave the team their fi rst lead of 
the night. 
Later, a poor job of clearing the 
puck from their defensive zone by 
Florida gave Ryan Strome a clear 
path for the Islanders’ fi fth and fi -
nal goal of the night. Th omas Greiss 
made 42 saves in his fi rst playoff  
start in place of Jaroslav Halak, but 
the 5-4 fi nal score was indicative of 
things to come. 
Luongo came out strong in 
Game 2, shutting out the Isles for 
the fi rst 56 minutes of the match. 
Th e Isles’ captain’s performance 
ultimately stalled when a Vincent 
Trocheck shot ricocheted off  the 
wall into Tavares’ waiting stick in 
front of the net to cut the defi cit in 
half. With 14.5 seconds remaining 
and New York sending six players 
on off ense, a face-off  in the Pan-
thers defense zone saw a clearance 
land squarely in the empty Island-
ers net to tie the series at one-all.
Th e two sides clashed again in 
Brooklyn as the Barclays Center 
hosted a playoff  hockey game for 
the fi rst time in its brief history. Both 
fi red 39 shots toward the opposing 
net, but it was the Panthers’ Greiss 
who blocked 36 to Luongo’s 35. 
Th omas Hickey, who clinched a 
playoff  spot for the Isles with a goal 
in overtime two weeks prior, recast 
himself in the hero role in Game 
3. Twelve minutes and 31 seconds 
into overtime, he received a crisp 
pass from Nelson as he glided to-
ward the goal and fi nished with 
a jolting shot hitting the net. By 
Game 4, the series had boiled down 
into a best of 3 remaining games. 
Florida came out victorious after 
a clinical 2-1 victory silenced the 
“Yes!” chants echoed during the 
previous game.
Game 5 tested the mettle of the 
Islanders throughout. Th e Isles 
struck fi rst when a missed shot 
bounced off  of Luongo’s pads and 
directly in front of an awaiting 
Frans Nielsen, who scored his fi rst 
goal of the postseason. Aleksander 
Barkov gave life to the stalling Pan-
thers with a tap-in goal to send the 
match into overtime. 
During the extra period, Island-
ers defenseman Calvin de Haan 
grabbed and chucked the puck 
away from play, granting a penalty 
shot to Barkov. If the puck goes in, 
his team wins; if it does not, Barkov 
faces the wrath of thousands of fu-
rious Panthers faithful. 
Barkov charged up the ice, pow-
ered by 19,000 deafening Floridians, 
maneuvered the small rubber disk 
swiftly and was ultimately stuff ed 
by a textbook save from Greiss. 
Alan Quine capitalized on his 
goalie’s superb performance with 
a slap shot in double overtime that 
fi zzed past Luongo during a power 
play to bring the Isles within one 
win away from the Conference 
Semi-Finals.
Kings County donned its fresh-
est sweater for Game 6 as the Is-
landers sought to close out the 
series at home. Panthers forward 
Jonathan Huberdeau supplied the 
fi rst goal of the night in stunning 
fashion—he clobbered the puck as 
he was in the process of falling af-
ter a vicious shove by the Islanders’ 
Travis Hamonic. 
Islanders’ fans watched 39 min-
utes of scoreless hockey as a famil-
iar feeling of doom ate away at their 
souls. Th e team substituted their 
goalie for an extra off ensive player 
and rallied for its fi nal assault at 
the net. Nick Leddy raced past de-
fenders and zipped a pass to Matt 
Martin, who was taken out by 2015 
Rookie of the Year Aaron Ekblad. 
Luongo lay on the loose puck only 
to move his leg at the most oppor-
tune time for a trailing Tavares to 
knock it in. 
For the team captain, Tavaras, 
it was especially a treat to send the 
fans home happy. Th e teams played 
in 2OT for a consecutive game and 
it was Tavares who gathered his 
blocked shot, wrapped around the 
goal and had all of Barclays scream-
ing “O Captain, my Captain!” 
Th ree days later, the Isles faced 
off  against the Tampa Bay Light-
ning who were coming off  a 4-1 se-
ries win over the Detroit Red Wings. 
Despite a Game 1 win on the road, 
the Islanders lost the next four 
games, including two that went to 
overtime at Barclays, to conclude 
their 2015-2016 season.
While there is no doubting this 
was a successful year for the Island-
ers, questions about how smooth 
the transition of ownership from 
Charles Wang to business partners 
Jonathan Ledecky and Scott Malkin 
may arise. General manager Garth 
Snow’s ability to re-sign free agents 
and how hands-on the owners 
are with personnel decisions will 
be interesting to see play out over 
the summer. 
Th e Islanders have put some re-
spect back into the orange and blue, 
giving fans a lot to cheer about de-
spite recent history. Th ey are poised 
to sustain their playoff -caliber per-
formances for years to come.
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BY MICHAEL FRIEDLICH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
At Churchill Downs last Satur-
day, Nyquist proved his doubters 
wrong as he won the Kentucky Der-
by, with fans setting their sights on 
the Triple Crown. 
Nyquist became the eighth un-
defeated horse in the history of the 
Kentucky Derby, with an 8-0 life-
time race record. While most pre-
dicted that he would win, others 
believed that mile-and-a-quarter 
distance would prove too big a task. 
Th e American Th oroughbred’s win 
was the fourth year in a row that the 
favorite to win indeed fi nished fi rst. 
With the second-largest crowd 
ever in attendance, Nyquist was 
fast out of the starting gate and 
was close off  of the leader, Danz-
ing Candy, entering turn one. He 
stayed close at second or third 
place for the rest of the race, until 
the fi nal turn, when, alone on the 
outside, he took off . He quickly 
passed both Danzing Candy and 
Gun Runner, who had taken the 
lead from a tiring Danzing Candy 
for a short time, with Nyquist in 
hot pursuit. 
At the very end, after being far 
back, Exaggerator, trained and 
jockeyed by brothers Keith and 
Kent Desormeaux, started to close 
in on Nyquist very quickly with the 
biggest chance of making a run at 
Nyquist’s lead. Nyquist fi nished 
one-and-a-quarter lengths ahead 
of Exaggerator Gun Runner fi n-
ished in third and Danzing Candy 
fi nished in 15th. 
Having earned about $3.3 mil-
lion from his seven prior wins, Ny-
quist entered the Kentucky Derby 
as the richest horse to ever race 
in the derby. After this win, his 
earnings have increased to $4.95 
million. 
Originally, owner Paul Red-
dam purchased Nyquist for only 
$400,000. Reddam, who is a die-
hard hockey fan, named the horse 
after Detroit Red Wings’ star Gustav 
Nyquist. 
Nyquist is the off spring of Uncle 
Mo, who was the early favorite in 
the 2011 derby but never got his 
chance after being scratched be-
cause of a stomach illness. In addi-
tion to Nyquist, Uncle Mo had two 
other sons, Mo Tom and Outwork, 
in the race.
Th is marked the second Ken-
tucky Derby win for Nyquist un-
der owner Reddam, trainer Doug 
O’Neill and jockey Mario Gutierrez. 
In 2012, the three of them won the 
Kentucky Derby together with the 
long shot, I’ll Have Another. 
With this win, Gutierrez became 
the fi rst jockey to ever win the Ken-
tucky Derby in his fi rst two appear-
ances. I’ll Have Another went on to 
win the second race in the Triple 
Crown, the Preakness Stakes, set-
ting up the possibility to become 
the fi rst horse in 34 years to win the 
Triple Crown. But the night before 
the Belmont Stakes, the last leg of 
the Triple Crown, I’ll Have Another 
withdrew from the race with a ten-
don injury. 
Now the trio is back with anoth-
er Derby victory under their belt 
and another chance at the coveted 
trophy. 
Th is time around, however, it 
may not be as special as it could 
have been in 2012, considering that 
the 37-year drought without a Tri-
ple Crown winner was fi nally end-
ed last year by American Pharoah. 
Since training with I’ll Have 
Another, O’Neill has adopted a 
unique training strategy for Ny-
quist to avoid the injury problems 
that they previously faced. I’ll Have 
Another was training very hard on 
a daily basis, which helped him 
win the Kentucky Derby and Preak-
ness, but ultimately may have led to 
the injury that forced him to with-
draw from the Belmont Stakes, and 
which ended his career. Instead, 
Nyquist is thriving on a light train-
ing regime. O’Neill and the rest of 
Nyquist’s team is placing an em-
phasis on keeping him fresh for all 
three races.
Many are waiting to see wheth-
er Nyquist can win the Preakness 
Stakes, scheduled for May 21 in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
Exaggerator, who provided the 
biggest challenge to Nyquist in the 
Kentucky Derby as the runner-up, 
will be racing at the Preakness. 
But besides Exaggerator, the only 
horses from the Derby who may 
run in the Preakness are Gun Run-
ner, Suddenbreakingnews, who 
fi nished in fi fth, and Lani, a horse 
from Japan who fi nished ninth. 
A win at the Preakness for Ny-
quist would make the Belmont 
Stakes much more intriguing and 
exciting, as there have not been two 
consecutive Triple Crown winners 
since Seattle Slew in 1977 and Af-
fi rmed in 1978. Like Seattle Slew, 
Nyquist entered the Derby unde-
feated, a feat American Pharoah 
did not accomplish. Nyquist’s of-
fi cial winning time, 2:01.31, was 
almost two seconds faster than 
American Pharoah’s winning race 
time at the Derby. 
Nonetheless, many of the hors-
es in the next two races have not 
raced in the Derby, so undoubtedly 
they will be more rested than Ny-
quist, who has two weeks until the 
Preakness and then three weeks af-
ter that until the Belmont. 
Nyquist still has a lot more to ac-
complish before he can be consid-
ered among the likes of American 
Pharoah and the other Crown win-
ners. His opportunity continues 
shortly at the Preakness. 
Nyquist shines in Kentucky Derby, fans buzz ahead of triple crown
WWW.FANSIDED.COM
The Islanders capitalized on a strong season by winning a tough series against the Panthers, but fell short in the following round.
Rising Isles top Panthers in six-game, overtime-ridden series
Nyquist came from behind to ﬁ nish ﬁ rst at the Kentuky Derby despite a late push from Exaggerator entering the ﬁ nal turn.
WWW.HEAVY.COM
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e.g.
15. *Long-haired naked 
tax-opponent
20. SAT and ACT
22. Female gametes
24. Allowing
25. *Like Arthur’s table
26. Embryo sacs
27. “Bring back!” to Fido
29. *Fermented honey 
libation
31. Aquarium organism
32. Mountain lakes
33. Stradivari competitor
34. *He stole from the rich 
and gave to the needy
36. English playwright 
Coward
38. Continental currency
42. *____ Abelard, Heloise’s 
unfortunate lover
45. Moving like phoenix
49. Barley bristle
51. Derives a theory
54. Cooler manufacturer
56. Meryl Streep’s “August: 
____ County”
57. Biden, e.g.
58. *Fleur-de-lis
59. Bingo-like game
60. Give a ticket
61. Away from wind
62. Floppy storage
63. Newts in terrestrial stage
64. Hot tea amount
66. Listening device
CROSSWORD SOLUTION:
ISSUE 11 
*Oﬀ -campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar
THEME: MEDIEVAL TIMES
ACROSS
1. Astrologer’s concern, pl.
6. Lamb serving
9. Ranee’s husband
13. Sunday strip
14. Formal vote
15. Rubbernecker
16. “All kidding ____...”
17. *Mythological creature
18. Beginning of a sickness
19. *”Game of ____”
21. Cow chow
23. Detective ____ of 
“Around the World in Eighty 
Days”
24. Denim innovator
25. Luftwaﬀ e’s WWII enemy
28. What Caesar did before 
he saw and conquered
30. Virtual you
35. Black cat, e.g.
37. Boundary line
39. Davy Crockett’s last stand
40. “Do ____ others as...”
41. Became upright
43. Snatch
44. Better than nice
46. Desperate
47. Opposing preﬁ x
48. Perennial garden ﬂ ower
50. Post-it slip
52. *It gets punished in 
Dante’s “Inferno”
53. Take a ____ from a jug
55. Tokyo, once
57. *Old norseman
60. *Holy war
64. Singing femme fatale
65. Luau welcome
67. Representative of Allah 
on earth
68. Cupcake topper
69. Granola grain
70. Opposite of digest
71. 100 centavos
72. Bonanza ﬁ nd
73. *Galahad does this to the 
Holy Grail
DOWN
1. Ella Fitzgerald’s craft
2. Comedy Central’s 
“____.O”
3. Gulf V.I.P.
4. Free from
5. Like a longer route?
6. Cleaning cabinet supplies
7. Snakelike ﬁ sh
8. Blooper
9. “Atlas Shrugged” author
10. Cathedral part
11. Audience’s rejection
12. *Illuminated 
manuscripts or tapestries, 
MAY 2016
MON
16
MAKER HUB 3D PRINTING AND ARDUINO WORKSHOP 
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-130 | Free
UNICEF AT BARUCH STANDS WITH MALALA 
12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. | VC 2nd FLoor Lobby | Free
TUES
17
GRADUATE TEST PREPARATION AT BARUCH COLLEGE! 
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | VC 2nd FLoor Lobby | Student Discount
GIRLS WHO CODE! 
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
WED
18
NO CLASS
THURS
19
FINAL EXAMINATIONS
FRI
20
NO CLASS
SAT
21
FINAL EXAMINATIONS
SUN
22
Baruch Weekly
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
Rescuing Leftover Cuisine, Inc. 
(“RLC”) is a new non-proﬁ t food 
rescue organization looking for 
a Social Media Intern for Summer 
2016. Based in New York City, we 
deliver leftover food from restau-
rants and caterers to local agen-
cies such as homeless shelters 
and soup kitchens in an eﬀ ort to 
reduce and eliminate food waste. 
The Social Media Intern will 
be responsible for helping us to 
manage social media websites 
to spread the awareness of food 
insecurity and promote the RLC 
brand. 
Responsibilities include post-
ing daily to various platforms, as-
sisting in large social media cam-
paigns, working closely and col-
laborating with Marketing and 
Public Relationships and other 
related duties. 
All interns will have entry, 
mid-stage and ﬁ nal evaluations 
to further hone the intern’s tech-
nical and professional skills. This 
is a part-time internship with 
potential for academic credit. In-
terns are expected to work 10-20 
hours per week.
Qualiﬁ cations include a thor-
ough understanding of the voice 
and social media presence of RLC 
and a strong sense of self-initia-
tive. Experience in Photoshop, Il-
lustrator or other design program 
skills is a plus but not required.
This is an unpaid internship 
open to all class levels and ma-
jors; for more information, visit 
STARR Search with ID 90946.
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Summer 2016 Internship
LASHER FOR SENATE
Did you know that STARR Search oﬀ ers mock interviews that 
are tailored for certain positions ranging from accounting to arts/
graphic design? You can record the interview and review it to 
see what you can improve on. For more information, visit STARR 
Search.
FUN FACT
Job Search Boot Camp 
Friday, May 17th, 11:00AM-12:00PM, VC 2-190
Learn how to conduct an eﬀ ective job search and develop 
a plan.
Writing Winning Resumes
Wednesday June 1st, 12:30-2:00PM, VC 2-190
Learn how to construct a good resume to land your next job.
Fall 2016 CPA Fair
Friday, September 9th, 12:00-4:00PM, VC 2-125
Attend the CPA Fair to meet employers who provide accounting 
related opportunities! 
Fall 2016 Undergraduate Career Day, 
Friday, September 23rd, 12:00-4:00PM, VC Gyms
Attend the Fall Career Day to meet 80+ employers for full time, 
part time and internship opportunities!
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
Business cards can serve as a valuable branding tool to further your professional image. 
Allowing your card design to match or complement your resume header and style will strengthen 
your personal brand. They can be useful for career fairs, and networking events. 
MICHELLE SHEU
PEER FOR CAREER.
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
WORLD TRADE WEEK NYC
8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. | VC 14-220, 250, 290 | Free
MASQUERADE BALL 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 1-107 to 1-111 | Free
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